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REAKFAST IN KABUL—LUNCH
AT LAHORE - DINNER IN DELHI.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
actually made it a reality. The worlds
- y leading nations including The US as
Ed Itor S well as the UN welcomed Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's surprise visit to
CO I u m n Pakistan on 25th December, saying
improved ties between the two
neighbours will benefit the entire
region. The medias round the world
also welcomed and appreciated the
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's
unscheduled bold and courageous
visit to Lahore. That speaks of his
leadership acumen and statesman-
ship. His visit, no doubt will go a long
way in creating peace, harmony and
goodwill between the two
neighbouring countries.

The year 2015 has left its inedible
mark of terrorism, turmoil and vio-
lence in many parts of the world
throwing a challenge for 2016. Some
security experts are of the opinion
that 2015 was nothing. November's
attacks in Paris, in which 130 people
were killed by Islamic State terrorists,

Kim Jong Un |
".

showed the trauma that could be
caused by a group of men with
Kalashnikov rifles, but experts fear it
could be just the start."Unfortunately,
I think 2015 was nothing", has said a
counter-terrorism official."We are
moving towards a European 9/11:
simultaneous attacks on the same day
in several countries, several places.
We know the terrorists are working
on this." It is alarming and needs to
have surgical action, as forceful as
possible and as quickly as possible,
though the task is stupendous.

In the April 2015 issue we had
predicted that crude prices will be
very soon between $35 to $40 ranges.
We are glad to note that the crude oil
prices have plunged over the course
of the past one and a half years,
falling from a peak of about USD 120
per barrel in June last year to below
USD 35. We in India welcome this
development as it will reduce the
pressure on our foreign exchange and
ease our economy.

There is quite simply nowhere on
earth like North Korea. Now its 3rd
generation hereditary young ruler
Kim Jong Un of this nominally com-
munist state has defied all expecta-
tions and reported to have successful-
ly conducted a hydrogen bomb test.
He claims to have done it as a self
defensive step against a US threat of
nuclear war. Kim says it is a legiti-
mate sovereign right to do it without
being criticized. North Korea fourth
nuclear test without prior informa-
tion has angered both The US and
China. Although the US Government
and weapon experts doubt the North
Korea claim that the device it set off
was a hydrogen bomb, the weapon is
in the hand of a 32 years young man
who is heading a country which the
critics regard it as a totalitarian dicta-
torship. As such the question is how
far is North Korea going to listen to
the world even including its best
allies China in using such weapons, in
the event of a crisis?

— Pran Mohan Parvatiyar
(pmparvatiyar@gmail.com)
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PM’s Surprise Lahore
Visit: welcomed by all

PM Modi has acted like a 'statesman' - Sushma Swaraj

HEN INDIA'S Prime Minister
W Narendra Modi made a surprise
announcement of a stop-over in

Lahore as he wrapped up his brief Afghanistan
visit, External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj
said Prime Minister Narendra Modi has acted like
a statesman in deciding to visit Pakistan and this
is how relations with neighbours should be.

"That's like a statesman. Padosi se aise hi
rishte hone chahiyen (This is how it should be
with neighbours),” Swaraj said on twitter to the
news of Modi's visit to Lahore to meet his Pak-
istan counterpart Nawaz Sharif.

THE US AND UN welcomed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's surprise visit to Pakistan on
25th December, saying improved ties between
the two neighbours will benefit the entire region.

"We welcome the December 25 visit
between PM Modi and PM (Nawaz) Sharif. Better
relations between neighbors India and Pakistan

will benefit the people of the entire region,” US
State Department spokesman John Kirby said
while responding to a question on Modi's
surprise visit to Lahore, where he held talks
with Sharif.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon also wel-
comed the meeting between the two leaders,
hoping that the bilateral dialogue will be main-
tained and strengthened going forward.

"The Secretary General has long been
encouraging both leaders of the two countries to
engage in dialogue. He obviously welcomes this
visit and this step in the right direction and he
hopes that the dialogue will be maintained and
strengthened,"” a UN spokesperson told when
asked about the UN chief's response to Modi's
visit to Pakistan, the first by an Indian Prime
Minister in more than a decade.

Pakistan's major political parties also
welcomed Indian Prime Minister Narendra

H Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his PaKistani
counterpart Nawaz Sharif at a
meeting in Lahore at the
latter's residence.

"UN Secretary Gen-
eral has long been
encouraging both
leaders of the two
countries to engage
in dialogue. He
obviously welcomes
this visit and this
step in the right
direction and
hopes that the
dialogue will be
maintained and
strengthened,"”
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B December 25, 2015: Indian
Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi (R) with the family
members of Pakistan Prime
Minister, Nawaz Sharif at the
latter’s residence in Lahore.

|
Separatists wel-
comed Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's
visit to Lahore.With
moderate Hurriyat
Conference chair-
man Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq terming it "a
positive move" and
hardline faction
leader Syed Ali Shah
Geelani saying they
have no objection to
improved relations
between India and
Pakistan.

INDO-PAK

Modi's surprise visit to Lahore, saying it was a
"new beginning of relations" and will help
improve ties between the two countries.

Modi stayed for over two hours in Lahore on
his way back home from Russia and Afghanistan
during which he held talks with his counterpart
Nawaz Sharif at his Raiwind house.

Opposition leader in the parliament Syed
Khurshid Shah said his Pakistan People's Party
(PPP) supports Modi's visit.

PPP Chairperson Bilawal Bhutto Zardari had
tweeted "Welcome to Pakistan @narendramodi.
Constant engagement is the only way to resolve
all outstanding issues.”

Pakistan Tehreek-i-Insaf party chief Imran
Khan also welcomed Modi's trip and said it
would help improve ties between the two
countries. Welcoming Modi's visit, Defence Min-
ister Khawaja Asif has said that it would be help-
ful for peace and stability in the region. He said
such contacts should continue for resolving all
the issues, including the longstanding Kashmir
dispute

Asif said Pakistan wanted good ties with its
neighbours.

Radio Pakistan reported that former PPP
Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira said
Modi's trip would help in holding composite dia-
logue between the two countries.

The Awami National Party leader Zahid Khan
said Modi's visit was a "new beginning of rela-

tions between Pakistan and India".

Renowned human rights activist Asma
Jehangir said the Indian Prime Minister should
play his role in stopping alleged human rights
violation in Kashmir as well as reducing visa
restrictions between the two countries

Defence expert Air Vice Marshal (Retd)
Shahid Latif said the meeting between the two
leaders was a positive move and it would pave
the way for resolving core issues between the
two nuclear powers

SEPARATISTS welcomed Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's visit to Lahore.With moderate
Hurriyat Conference chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq terming it "a positive move" and hardline
faction leader Syed Ali Shah Geelani saying they
have no objection to improved relations between
India and Pakistan.

"We do not have any issues with relations
improving between India and Pakistan... No right
thinking person shall have any reservation on it.

Moderate Hurriyat chairman Mirwaiz Umar
Farooq said, "Modi's surprise visit to Pakistan is a
positive move. People of Kashmir welcome any
opportunity that bring India and Pakistan close."

The Mirwaiz further said, "Political will and
vision is needed on all sides to address issues,
specially Kashmir."

Meanwhile, Abdul Gani Bhat, head of Mus-
lim Conference, a constituent of the moderate
Hurriyat faction, said his party supports the
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ASEAN-SUMMIT

PM Modi to ASEAN RSfa‘;iii&;f;;i‘;j:fs;g

Business Summit:
We must reform
to transform

Most of the ASEAN economies have
done their bit for Asia's resurgence.
Now, it is India's turn.

journey to the destina-
tion,said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to ASEAN Busi-
ness and Investment Summit
2015 in Kuala Lumpur .

"Most of the ASEAN
economies have done their bit
for Asia's resurgence. Now, it
is India's turn. We know that
our time has come," he
observed. PM Modi sent out a
message that India is open for
business and his government
is intent on transforming the
country through reforms.
Prime Minister pitched India
as an ideal investment desti-
nation for ASEAN nations, say-
ing his government had
launched a second wave of
reforms that would make the

country a "land of immense
opportunities”

Describing India and
ASEAN as natural partners, he
reiterated his message that
the 21st century belongs to
Asia. "Reform to me is just a
way station on the long jour-
ney to the destination. The
destination is the transforma-
tion of India," he told the
gathering.

To buttress his argument
that India is a "land of
immense opportunities”, The
Prime Minister rolled out a list
of the big ticket infrastructure
projects that are in the
pipeline. He said 50 cities
across India were preparing to
build metro rail systems while
there was also a need to build
50 million affordable houses.
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® Kuala Lumpur: Prime
Minister Narendra Modi at the
ASEAN Business and
Investment Summit 2015, at .

|
Macro-economic

stability is good. But
to transform India,
much more needs
to be done. We have
begun a series of
concerted steps-GDP
growth is up and
inflation is down.
Foreign investment
is up and the CAD

is down
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ASEAN

Mess & Investi
Summit 201

The country also has plans to generate 175
GW of renewable energy, he said. The govern-
ment intends to complete all these projects
within a "short span of time" and is also work-
ing to make India the "easiest place to do busi-
ness".

"Our democratic values and an alert judicial
system ensure the safety of your investments,”
he said. India, he added, is also committed to
protect the intellectual property rights of all
innovators and has launched campaigns like
"Make in India" and "Digital India" to make the
country friendly to investors.

Modi said his government had launched the
second wave of institutional and structural
reforms to revitalise the flow of investment.
These reforms cover areas such as agriculture,
housing, transport and investment.

He also presented several arguments to
support his contention that the Indian economy
is performing better at a time when the global
economy isn't doing well, saying GDP growth,
foreign investments, tax revenues are up while
inflation, interest rates and current account
deficit are down.

"And we know that our time has come, we
are at a take-off stage. I invite you to come and
see the winds of change in India," he said.

ASEAN-SUMMIT

PM Modi exuded confidence about the
reforms, saying there is increased confidence in
the Indian economy within and outside the
country. "Winds do take time to cross the bor-
ders. That is why I am here to invite you," he
said.-I want to assure you that India is commit-
ted to protect IP Rights of innovators. A Nation-
al IPR policy is expected by end of the year. -To
re-vitalize the flow of investments, we have
launched 2nd wave of reforms. We are trying to
further open up the economy.-IIP in current
year shows a distinct improvement over the
last year. We are working in all ways to make
India a global manufacturing hub -The pace of
award of new highway works has increased
from 9 km/day in 13-14 to 23 km/day current-
ly-Our major ports witnessed 4.65% growth in
traffic and 11.2% increase in operating income
in 14-15 despite a global contraction in trade-
We have launched a 'Housing for All' program.
It involves building 20 million urban houses
and 29.5 million rural houses

-Macro-economic stability is good. But to
transform India, much more needs to be done.
We have begun a series of concerted steps-GDP
growth is up and inflation is down. Foreign
investment is up and the CAD is down. Tax rev-
enues are up and interest rates are down

| To re-vitalize the flow of investments, we
have launched 2nd wave of reforms. We are
trying to further open up the economy

Tax revenues are up and interest rates are
down-By almost every major economic indica-
tor, India is doing better than when we took
office-We asked ourselves the question -
Reforms for what? What is the aim of reform?
My answer is clear: we must Reform
To Transform.

India and the leaders of the 10 member
grouping will review the new Plan of Action
(2016-2020) to further enhance ASEAN-India
cooperation along the politico-security, eco-
nomic and socio-cultural pillars.

The two sides will also exchange views on
regional and international issues of mutual
interest or concern.

The ASEAN-India Strategic Partnership has
acquired further momentum after the Act-East
Policy by Prime Minister Modi at the 12th
ASEAN-India Summit in Myanmar.

India and ASEAN have 30 dialogue mecha-
nisms including a Summit and 7 Ministerial
meetings in External Affairs, Commerce,
Tourism, Agriculture, Environment, Renewable
Energy and Telecommunications. ®
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SPOTLIGHT

has held meetings with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at several occasions, has
found in him a politician who is honest and has a
clear vision for India, the White House
has said.

"President Obama has found Prime Minister
Modi to be somebody who is honest and direct,
somebody who has good command of the facts,
somebody who has a clear understanding of the
issues that confront his country and our relation-
ship,” White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest
told the media. Recently, President Obama met
PM Modi in Paris on the sidelines of the United
Nation's Climate Change Summit. This was the
sixth meeting between the two leaders since the
met first at the White House last September.

"He (Modi) also is somebody that has a clear
vision for where he wants to take his country, and
it makes him not just an effective politician, but
an effective Prime Minister," Mr Earnest said.

"Obama certainly does respect Prime Minister
Modi and has appreciation for his skills and abili-
ties as a politician. He also is somebody who is
given a very difficult challenge of sitting atop the
world's largest democracy," he said. "That's not
easy to work and it's not easy work and the Presi-
dent of the US has special insight into how diffi-
cult it is," he added.

Referring to the frequent meetings between
the two leaders, Mr Earnest said President Obama
had the opportunity to consult with PM Modi on

UNITED SATES President Barack Obama who

New page 3-23 Final.gxd 02/02/2016 5:13 PM Page 9 $

President Obama
feels PM Modi has a
Clear Vision for India;

White House

a number of occasions. "I think that isn't just a
testament to their good working relationship, it
actually is a testament to the important issues
that are at stake between our two countries and
the ability of the leaders of our two countries to
work through those issues and to advance our
shared interests is a good thing," Mr Earnest said.

"It's a good thing for the world, it's also a good
thing for the citizens of our two countries," he
said. Responding to another question, the White
House press secretary said he is not aware of any
immediate visit of the Prime Minister to the
White House, but did not rule it before the end of
next year.

"I'm not aware of any meetings that are on
the agenda at this point, but I certainly wouldn't
rule out another visit by Prime Minister Modi
before the end of next year," Mr Earnest said. ®

|

"He (Modi) also is
somebody that has
a clear vision for
where he wants to
take his country,
and it makes him
not just an effective
politician, but an
effective Prime
Minister,” Mr
Earnest said.
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| Xi has said he would cut
military personnel by 300,000
- twice the size of the British
armed forces - shortly before
presiding over a huge military

President Xi Jinping
who is consolidat-
ing his powers over
the army through
the purges, also
made military
strictly functioning
under the ruling
Communist Party
of China

China military in
sweeping reform

China has for the first time integrated PLA area commands
overseeing India and Pakistanhas part of sweeping reforms

E reform will establish a three-tier "CMC -
I battle zone commands - troops" command
system and an administration system that

runs from CMC through various services to the
troops.According to China defence ministry
spokesman Yang Yujun the current regional mili-
tary commands will be regrouped into new bat-
tle zone commands under the Central Military
Commission (CMC).

President Xi Jinping who is consolidating his
powers over the army through the purges, also
made military strictly functioning under the rul-
ing Communist Party China (CPC), not under the

government. Xi's September announcement that
the military would cut 3 lakh troops "again
demonstrated China's resolve to pursue a path of
peaceful development,” Yang said when asked
whether the overhaul means an adjustment to
national defence policy.Yang was elaborating on
the sweeping reforms at a conference attended
by 200 top military Chinese officials.

China has for the first time integrated PLA
area commands overseeing India and Pakistan as
part of sweeping reforms under which the
world's largest army is to junk its Soviet-era
model for a US-style joint command system to

10 PEOPLE AND UN m JANUARY 7,2016
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fortify the ruling Communist Party's control.
Under the new reforms announced by President
Xi Jinping, who has shaken up the 1.2 million
strong People's Liberation Army (PLA) with a
massive anti-corruption drive, redrew the
military command system by forming a joint
operational command, junking the area military
commands.

China has seven military area commands in
Beijing, Nanjing, Chengdu, Jinan, Shenyang,
Lanzhou and Guangzhou. Of these, Chengdu mili-
tary command was in charge of security along
India's Eastern sector in the Tibet region includ-
ing Arunachal Pradesh while the Lanzhou mili-
tary command looked after the Western sector,
including Kashmir region and Pakistan. As per
the new strategic zone plan unveiled by Xi, also
general secretary of the CPC, both Chengdu and
Lanzhou gets integrated into a strategic com-
mand region, making it perhaps the biggest areas
for the PLA.

Lanzhou, which looks after the border with
Pakistan- occupied Kashmir (PoK) and
Afghanistan, has been active in recent years bat-
tling the two-way crossings of Uyghur Islamist
militants from the volatile Xinjiang region. Some
analysts say that such a sprawling area may make
it unwieldy during a conflict without a war zone
commander. But at the same time the joint com-
mand system will end the army-dominated set-
up with more role for the air force and the navy
which are on a massive modernisation drive
under a USD 145 billion annual defence budget.

The overhaul is aimed at moving away from
an army-centric system towards a Western-style
joint command in which the army, the navy and
the air force are equally represented. The general
direction of the overhaul, included plans to reor-
ganise the four headquarters -- General Staff,
General Political, General Logistics and General
Armaments -- and to consolidate the seven mili-
tary command regions. B

| Xi appears to
be saying that
China is prepared
to postpone
resolution of
these disputes for
the sake of
working
alongside
Southeast Asians
to tap the
region’s natural
resources
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Historic Paris
Agreement on
Climate Change

"The Paris Agreement on climate change is a
monumental triumph for people and planet”
-Ban-ki-Moon

‘T Keep Temperature Rise Well Below 2
Degrees Celsius 195 Nations Set Path.” A
historic agreement to combat climate
change and unleash actions and investment
towards a low carbon, resilient and sustainable
future was agreed by 195 nations in Paris on 12
December 2015.

The Paris Agreement for the first time brings
all nations into a common cause
based on their historic, current and future
responsibilities.

The universal agreement's main aim is to
keep a global temperature rise this century well
below 2 degrees Celsius and to drive efforts to
limit the temperature increase even further to 1.5
degrees Celsius above pre-
industrial levels.

The 1.5 degree Celsius limit is a significantly
safer defense line against the worst impacts of a
changing climate.

Additionally, the agreement aims to strength-
en the ability to deal with the impacts of climate
change.

12 PEOPLE AND UN m JANUARY 7,2016
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COP-21

To reach these ambitious and important goals,
appropriate financial flows will be put in place,
thus making stronger action by developing coun-
tries and the most vulnerable possible, in line
with their own national objectives.

"The Paris Agreement allows each delegation
and group of countries to go back home with
their heads held high. Our collective effort is
worth more than the sum of our individual effort.
Our responsibility to history is immense" said
Laurent Fabius, President of the COP 21 UN Cli-
mate change conference and French Foreign Min-
ister.

The minister, his emotion showing as dele-
gates started to rise to their feet, brought the final
gavel down on the agreement to open and sus-
tained acclamation across the plenary hall.

French President Francois Hollande told the
assembled delegates: "You've done it, reached an
ambitious agreement, a binding agreement, a
universal agreement. Never will [ be able to
express more gratitude to a conference. You can
be proud to stand before your children and
grandchildren.”

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon said: "We
have entered a new era of global cooperation on
one of the most complex issues ever to confront
humanity. For the first time, every country in the
world has pledged to curb emissions, strengthen
resilience and join in common cause to take com-
mon climate action. This is a resounding success
for multilateralism."

Christiana Figueres, Executive Secretary of the
UN Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC), said: "One planet, one chance to get it
right and we did it in Paris. We have made history
together. It is an agreement of conviction. It is an
agreement of solidarity with the most vulnerable.
It is an agreement of long-term vision, for we
have to turn this agreement into an engine of safe
growth."

"Successive generations will, | am sure, mark
the 12 December 2015 as a date when coopera-
tion, vision, responsibility, a shared humanity and
a care for our world took centre stage," she said.

"I would like to acknowledge the determina-
tion, diplomacy and effort that the Government
of France have injected into this remarkable
moment and the governments that have support-
ed our shared ambition since COP 17 in Durban,
South Africa,” she said.

The Paris Agreement and the outcomes of the
UN climate conference (COP21) cover all the cru-
cial areas identified as essential for a landmark
conclusion:

New page 3-23 Final.gxd 02/02/2016 5:13 PM Page 13 $

m Mitigation - reducing emissions fast
enough to achieve the temperature goal

B A transparency system and global stock-
take - accounting for climate action

m Adaptation - strengthening ability of coun-
tries to deal with climate impacts

W Loss and damage - strengthening ability to
recover from climate impacts

W Support - including finance, for nations to
build clean, resilient futures

As well as setting a long-term direction, coun-
tries will peak their emissions as soon as possible
and continue to submit national climate action

]

UN Secretary Gener-
al Ban Ki-moon
said: "We have
entered a new era
of global coopera-
tion on one of the
most complex
issues ever to con-
front humanity.

PEOPLE AND UN m JANUARY 7, 2016 13

——



New page 3-23 Final.gxd 02/02/2016 5:13 PM Page 14 $

o

B States agree key document
on route to climate change
agreement — UN - Climate
Change, COP21 Paris

|

"The Paris Agree-
ment also sends a
powerful signal to
the many thousands
of cities, regions,
businesses and citi-
zens across the
world already com-
mitted to climate
action that their
vision of a low-car-
bon, resilient future
is now the chosen
course for humanity
this century".

plans that detail their future objectives to address
climate change.

This builds on the momentum of the
unprecedented effort which has so far seen 188
countries contribute climate action plans to the
new agreement, which will dramatically slow the
pace of global greenhouse gas emissions.

The new agreement also establishes the prin-
ciple that future national plans will be no less
ambitious than existing ones, which means these
188 climate action plans provide a firm floor and
foundation for higher ambition.

Countries will submit updated climate plans -
called nationally determined contributions
(NDCs) - every five years, thereby steadily
increasing their ambition in the long-term.

Climate action will also be taken forward in
the period before 2020. Countries will continue to
engage in a process on mitigation opportunities
and will put added focus on adaptation opportu-
nities. Additionally, they will work to define a
clear roadmap on ratcheting up climate finance to
USD 100 billion by 2020.

This is further underlined by the agreement's
robust transparency and accounting system,

which will provide clarity on countries' imple-
mentation efforts, with flexibility for countries’
differing capabilities.

"The Paris Agreement also sends a powerful
signal to the many thousands of cities, regions,
businesses and citizens across the world already
committed to climate action that their vision of a
low-carbon, resilient future is now the chosen
course for humanity this century”.

Agreement Strengthens Support to Devel-
oping Nations

The Paris Agreement underwrites adequate
support to developing nations and establishes a
global goal to significantly strengthen adaptation
to climate change through support and interna-
tional cooperation.

The already broad and ambitious efforts of
developing countries to build their own clean, cli-
mate-resilient futures will be supported by
scaled-up finance from developed countries and
voluntary contributions from other countries.
Governments decided that they will work to
define a clear roadmap on ratcheting up climate
finance to USD 100 billion by 2020 while also

14 PEOPLE AND UN m JANUARY 7, 2016
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COP-21

before 2025 setting a new goal on the provision
of finance from the USD 100 billion floor. This
was an unparalleled announcements of financial
support for both mitigation and adaptation from
a multitude of sources both before and

during the COP. provision of finance from
multiple sources will clearly be taken to a new
level, which is of critical importance to the most
vulnerable."

International cooperation on climate-safe
technologies and building capacity in the
developing world to address climate change are
also significantly strengthened under the new
agreement.

Cities and Provinces to Companies and
Investors Aligning

The LPAA and NAZCA have already captured
climate actions and pledges covering:
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Justice has won,

no winners or losers:
Narendra Modi

RIME MINISTER Narendra

Modi described the landmark
climate change deal reached in
Paris as the victory of "climate
justice" and said there are no
winners or losers in the out-
come.

In a series of tweets, he
appreciated how every country
rose to the challenge for reaching
the agreement at the Conference
of Parties (COP)-21 and said
deliberations showed collective
wisdom of the world leaders to
mitigate climate change.

"Outcome of #ParisAgree-
ment has no winners or losers.
Climate justice has won & we are
all working towards a greener
future,” Modi tweeted, com-
menting on the legally-binding
pact which seeks to limit global
warming to "well below" 2
degrees Celsius and making
developed nations commit USD
100 billion a year from 2020 to
help developing countries.

In Paris, Modi had argued
that India -- the world's third
biggest carbon-emitting country
-- needed to continue burning
cheap and plentiful coal to rise
out of poverty, arguing that rich-
er nations should make deeper
and faster cuts in their own
emissions.

He applauded joint global

efforts toward the climate pact
in another tweet.

"#ClimateChange remains a
challenge but #Paris Agreement
demonstrates how every nation
rose to the challenge, working
towards a solution,” the Prime
Minister said in another tweet.

He added: "Deliberations at
#COP21 & #Paris Agreement
demonstrates the collective wis-
dom of world leaders to mitigate
climate change.”

The historic agreement
signed on Saturday on December
12 by 195 countries was reached
after tough deliberations for
days.

Developing nations, including
India, had insisted rich countries
must shoulder the lion's share of
responsibility for tackling cli-
mate change as they emitted
most of the greenhouse gases
since the Industrial Revolution.

These issues have sparked
tension over the years with the
United States and other devel-
oped nations in the UN climate
forum.

But Saturday's adoption of
the universal climate pact saw
enmities fade, with India's envi-
ronment minister hailing it as "a
new chapter of hope in the lives
of seven billion people on the
planet”

GDP of $12.5 trillion.
m Over 5,000 companies from more than 90

| Over 7,000 cities, including the most vul-
nerable to climate change, from over 100 coun-
tries with a combined population with oneanda  countries that together represent the majority of
quarter billion people and around 32% of global global market capitalisation and over $38 trillion
GDP. in revenue.

B Sub-national states and regions comprising B Nearly 500 investors with total assets
one fifth of total global land area and combined under management of over $25 trillion. m
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Ciritque Eye

according to the 2015 McKinsey Global Insti-

tute Report. India's economy grew at an
annual rate of 7.4 percent in the September
quarter, beating economists' expectations.

According to Christine Lagarde, managing

director, International Monetary Fund (IMF)
"Women's empowerment is an absolute eco-
nomic no-brainer...Empowering women
boosts economic growth. For example, we

have estimates that, if the number of female
workers were to increase to the same level as
the number of men, GDP would expand by 27

If India did this, WOMEN could hold the key to the percent in India".

rowth would future growth of Asia's third-largest Yet female participation in the labour
g economy,says economists . Men force is a low 24 percent, according to the
rocket. make up almost half of India's 1.2 billion McKinsey report, and Indian women's contri-

population, yet their economic potential has bution to the economy is the lowest on a
been largely ignored . Indian women can add  global scale, at 17 percent.

$2.9 trillion, or 60 percent to annual GDP, by "There is an entire population and skill
as early as 2025, if allowed to participate in set that is missing from the workforce. Why
the workforce on an equal basis as men, is it?" asks Ankita Vashistha, CEO of the 1 bil-
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Ciritque Eye

lion rupee ($15 million) Saha Fund that
invests only in ventures run by women or
which produce services and products for
female consumers.

Huge leakage of talent

Gender inequality, a lack of education and
childcare facilities, social pressures and rising
crime in cities are all cited as reasons for
women opting out of the workforce.

Experts say limited financial inclusion,
with women getting less than 10 percent of
all loans granted, along with a preference for
a male child and rules such as the ones that
mean a woman needs to get her husband's
signature for even a car loan, have all con-
tributed to women being left behind in the
Indian economy.

"Within the first five years of working
there is a huge leakage of talent. We have to
bridge the gap there...give girls something to
hold on to so that they feel it is worth pursu-
ing a career in spite of the pressure of mar-
riage and child rearing,” Ipsita Kathuria,
founder and chief executive of Talent Nomics
India, an organization committed to building
a pool of female leaders, tells CNBC.

In India, 48 percent of women drop out of
the workforce before they reach middle man-
agement positions, according to Talent-
Nomics data.

"Childcare facilities are the biggest push
to get women into the work force," says
Rashmi Barua, assistant professor of econom-
ics at the Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.

Industry body FICCI Ladies Organization
(FLO) is lobbying policymakers to allow the
school to turn into a day care facility after
school hours. This could remove one of the
biggest hurdles that prevent women return-
ing to the workforce. Employee benefits such
as paternity and childcare leave would also
help.

Double dividend

"Studies across the world have shown
that working women's children are better
fed, better educated, thus building social cap-
ital for the economy. This is called a double
dividend," A business processes outsourcing
(BPO) firm, looking to generate employment
in smaller Indian towns, conducted a survey
on how its employees spent their money. The
survey found women spent 93 percent of
their earnings on the family's nutrition and
education, while the men spent only 60 per-
cent on family needs, the rest on their per-
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sonal expenditure.Let women spend the
money, it will do the economy more good.

While senior managers recognize the
merits of hiring women — women are great
multi-taskers and work harder to prove
themselves, according to managers - in India
women make up less than 20 percent of sen-
ior managers in listed and privately held
mid-market companies. This means that Indi-
an companies are compromising on their
profitability.

Good for the bottom line

According to a series of studies conducted
since 2004 by Catalyst, an organization work-
ing towards expanding opportunities for
women, companies that achieve diversity in
their management ranks attain better finan-
cial results. For example, companies with the
most female board directors outperformed
those with the least on return on sales by 16
percent and return on invested capital by 26
percent.

In India the government has mandated
that all listed companies have at least one
woman on the board, but 500-odd companies
had defaulted on that as of October 2015,
according to TalentNomics' Kathuria. She
adds that gender balanced teams at compa-
nies lead to greater innovation and result in
more patents.

What about unpaid work?

While the case for bringing women into
the market economy is strong, there is anoth-
er view that women in India, though not
earning money, are still working — at home.
Cooking, cleaning and taking care of the eld-
ers and children is unpaid work, argue some
economists, that should be calculated as part
of the country's GDP.

According to the McKinsey report, women
perform 9.8 times the amount of unpaid
work than men in India. If that unpaid work
were to be valued and compensated in the
same way as paid work, it would contribute
$300 billion to India's economic output. But
the current measure of GDP does not assign
value to housework, therefore it becomes
imperative to bring women to the
workforce to accelerate economic growth,
say experts.

As FLO's Gupta says, "The next round of
workers is going to come from women. World
over, a lot of that demographic dividend we
are expecting will come from here." ®

Curtsey -- CNBC

|

"There is an entire
population and skill
set that is missing
from the workforce.
Why is it ?" asks
AnKkita Vashistha,
CEO of the 1 billion
rupee ($15 million)
Saha Fund that
invests only in
ventures run by
women or which
produce services
and products for
female consumers.
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Cover Story

Putin Claims ISIS Receives
Financing From 40 Countries

|
The leaders of the

world's top
economies gathered
for the Group of 20
summit meeting in
Antalya, Turkey.
While at the two-
day summit, the
Russian leader
warned the other
member states
about the perils of
illegal oil trade with
the ISIS.

SSIAN President Vladimir Putin made
Rthe claim that the Islamic State group

has received financial support from
more than 40 countries, including some in
attendance at the G-20 summit in Turkey.
Putin told reporters that he shared evidence
with other G-20 member states at
the meeting, according to a report of Russia
Today.

"] provided examples based on our data
on the financing of different Islamic State (IS,
formerly ISIS/ISIL) units by private individu-
als. This money, as we have established,
comes from 40 countries and, there are some
of the G-20 members among them," Putin
told journalists.

It has been reported that there are donors
in Kuwait, Qatar and Saudi Arabia that sup-

port ISIS, but Putin did not specify the coun-
tries he was referring to when speaking with
reporters.

The leaders of the world's top economies
gathered for the Group of 20 summit meet-
ing in Antalya, Turkey. While at the two-day
summit, the Russian leader warned the other
member states about the perils of the illegal
oil trade with ISIS.

"I have shown our colleagues photos tak-
en from space and from aircraft which clearly
demonstrate the scale of the illegal trade in
oil and petroleum products,” Putin said. He
has called for the international community to
come together to fight ISIS, but some
have raised concerns that Russia's motive is
to bolster the regime of Syria’s President
Bashar Assad.m
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List of Agreements/MoUs signed during the visit of
Indian Prime Minister to Russia (December 24, 2015)

Joint Statement Between India and
Russia: Shared Trust, New Horizons

1. Protocol amending the agreement
between the Government of the Republic of
India and the Government of the Russian
Federation on simplification of require-
ments for mutual travels of certain cate-
gories of citizens of the two countries 21
December 2010.

2. Protocol amending agreement
between the Government of the Republic of
India and the Government of the Russian
Federation on mutual travel regime for
holders of Diplomatic & Official Passports of
3 December 2004.

3. Agreement between the Government
of the Republic of India and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation on Coopera-
tion in the field of Helicopter Engineering.

4. Plan for Cooperation between the
Federal Customs Service of the Central
Board of Excise and Customs, Department of
Revenue, Ministry of Finance, Republic of
India and the Russian Federation for com-
bating Customs violations in 2015 - 2017.

5. Programme of Action Agreed Between
The Department of Atomic Energy of India
And The Russian State Atomic Energy Cor-
poration "Rosatom” for Localization of Man-
ufacturing in India for Russian-Designed
Nuclear Reactor Units.

6. Memorandum of Understanding
between the Ministry of Railways of the
Republic of India and the Joint Stock com-
pany "Russian Railways" on technical coop-
eration in railway sector.

7. MoU between Solar Energy Corpora-
tion of India and Russian Energy Agency
regarding construction of solar energy
plants in the Republic of India.

8. MoU for cooperation between HEC &
CNIITMASH for development of Centre of
Excellence for heavy engineering
design at HEC.

9. MoU for cooperation between HEC &
CNIITMASH for upgradation and modern-
ization of HEC's manufacturing facilities.

10.Memorandum of Understanding

Between Prasar Bharati and Digital Tele-

8 11

vision Russia on Cooperation in the field of
Broadcasting.

11. Tripartite Memorandum of Under-
standing between Centre for Development
of Advance Computing (C-DAC), Indian
Institute of Science Bangalore (IISc) and
Lomonosov Moscow State University (MSU).

12. Tripartite Memorandum of Under-
standing between Centre for Development
of Advance Computing (C-DAC), OJSC
"GLONASS" and GLONASS Union

13. MoU in the field of investment coop-
eration in the Russian Far East between The
Tata Power Company Limited and Ministry
for Development of the Russian Far East.

14. MoU for Cooperation for geologic
survey, exploration and production of
hydrocarbons onshore and on the continen-
tal shelf of the Russian Federation.

15. Confirmation of successful comple-
tion of the first stage pre-completion
actions in relation to the creation of a Joint
Venture in JSC VankorNeft.

16. MoU for Cooperation for geologic
survey, exploration and production of
hydrocarbons onshore the Russian Federa-
tion between Rosneft oil company,

Oil India Limited and Indian Oil Corporation
Limited.

B Russian boost for 'Make In
India": Modi, Putin sign 16
deals in defence, nuclear
technology and counter-terror

Protocol amending
agreement between
the Government of
the Republic of
India and the Gov-
ernment of the
Russian Federation
on mutual travel
regime for holders
of Diplomatic &
Official Passports of
3 December 2004
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EVENT

Iran hosts ‘We Care’ Film Fest
on disability issues

B IFUNA and We Care Film Fest's Media Advisor Deepak Parvatiyar (5th from right) and We Care Film Fest Founder Director Satish
Kapoor (4th from right) with Silver Bear winning Iranian Superstar Shahab Hosseini whose film Nader and Simin, A Separation won the
Oscar in 2012 (6th from right), eminent director Khosrow Masomi -the best director at the 6th Shanghai Film Festival and Cairo Film
Festival ( 3rd from right), Fatameh Amiri, Festival Director of Parvaz International Film Festival (extreme right) and other eminent
personalities during the film festival in Tehran.

E CARE’ Film Fest has become the _
Wfirst and only international film fes- . :
tival on disability issues to organizea F -
three day film festival in Teheran in associa- - =
tion with Iran's ministry of culture under the E r
aegis of Parvaz International Film Festival, Iran e E
| between 15 and 18 December 2015. - -
The festival in ‘We Care’ Film Fest, which recently i
Tehran was a his- launched its 13th edition, is the longest travel-
toric occasion for ling film Fest on disability issues in the world.

Indo-Iranian people The aim of the Film Fest is to sensitize people

t 1 It 1 on disability issues.
_O peop _e cultura Founded in 2003 by Satish Kapoor, a New
interaction through

Delhi based UN Volunteer and recipient of
the medium of films  Acharya VinobaBhave National Volunteer

in the disability sec-  Award, We Care Film Fest was recently recog-
tor, We Care Film nized as a partner by UNESCO as per its New
Fest's Media Advi- Delhi declaration signed by 195 member

. countries and eight associate member coun-

sor, Deepak Parvati- o "o iNEsco adopted recently. UNESCO,
United Nations Information Centre, India and

® We Care Film Fest founder Director Satish
Kapoor and Festival Director Fatameh Amiri
Bhutan as well as National Trust of the Gov- felicitating Esther Kuisch Laroche, Director,
advisor of IFUNA. ernment of India (under Ministry of Social Jus- UNESCO cluster office in Tehran

yar, said. Parvatiyar
is also the media
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EVENT

B Deepak Parvatiyar with a specially
abled audience in Tehran

tice and Empowerment) are the
founding partners of We Care Film
Fest which is organized by
Kapoor's New Delhi based NGO,
Brotherhood.

The festival in Tehran was a
historic occasion for Indo-Iranian
people to people cultural interac-
tion through the medium of films
in the disability sector, We Care
Film Fest's Media Advisor, Deepak
Parvatiyar, said. Parvatiyar is also
the media advisor of IFUNA.

FatamehAmiri, Festival Director
of Parvaz International Film Festi-
val said the We Care Film Fest was
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a "huge success and a big media
event” in Iran. She thanked Kapoor
and Parvatiyarfor bringing the fes-
tival to Iran. "We have decided to
make it an annual event," she said.

Many leading personalities
from Iranian film industry, cultur-
al, educational and scientific com-
munity and those working in the
disability sector in Iran participat-
ed in the three day event held at
the landmark Azadi Tower in
Tehran.

The festival was also invited by
UNESCO headquarters, Paris to
screen select films on the World
Disability Day on 3rd December
2015.Earlier the festival had also
traveled to Mauritius and Dubai.

Kapoor said there has been
encouraging response from other
countries too as they recognize We
Care Film Fest's success in sensitiz-
ing youth on disability issues
through the medium of cinema. "It
is a movement and [ am happy
that more people in different
countries are joining it," he said.m

® [FUNA and We Care Film
Fest's Media Advisor Deepak
Parvatiyar delivering his
opening address at the We
Care Film Fest in Tehran

——
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TRADE-COMMERCE

Ratan Tata makes investment; in
digital currency start-up Abra

I

The Abra app pro-
vides for storing
digital cash, sending
that money to any
smartphone and
using a new net-
work of human
ATMs, called Abra
Tellers, who are
individuals or busi-
nesses earning
money by buying
and selling digital
cash to and from
any consumer via
the app.

CCORDING to US-based start-up Abra,
A Tata Group Chairman Emeritus Ratan

Tata and credit card player American
Express have made an undisclosed investment
in the firm — their first such venture involving
digital currency.

"Besides, the firm also announced entry
into the online, digital cash-based merchant
payments. Abra's app will be available to all
registered users in the US and Philippines in
the coming weeks, with more countries to fol-
low soon," it said in a statement.

"Tata and American Express have made
strategic investments in Abra as part of
recently announced Series A round. These are
the first investments in the crypto currency
world for both American Express and Ratan
Tata,"” Abra added.

Crypto currency is a digital or virtual cur-
rency, which uses cryptography for security. It
is also difficult to counterfeit. One of the first

crypto currency to hog global attention was
Bitcoin, which was launched in 2009.

The Abra app provides for storing digital
cash, sending that money to any smartphone
and using a new network of human ATMs,
called Abra Tellers, who are individuals or
businesses earning money by buying and
selling digital cash to and from any consumer
via the app.

"The firm has already been signing up
merchants for this new solution. Abra expects
to begin the global launch of the Merchant API
service later this quarter,” it said.

Abra is a digital cash, peer to peer money
transfer network, which represents a global
network of consumers helping each other eas-
ily deposit and withdraw cash from the Abra
app anywhere in the world.

Founded in 2014 by serial entrepreneur
Bill Barhydt Abra is based in Silicon Valley,
California m
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Utkal UN Day

Utkal Federation of United Nations Association (UFUNA, Odisha) observed the 70th Foundation

Day of United Nations on 30th October 2015 at Govt. Women's College Dhenkanal , Odisha

of United Nations Information Centre,

New Delhi & Bhutan apprised the audi-
ence about the programs undertaken by the
UN to improve the living standard of the peo-
ple throughout the world. The United Nations
have initiated so many steps through its prin-
ciple agencies and its vision for 2030 stressing
People, Planet, Prosperity, Peace ,Partnership
with sustainable Development Goals. That will
take us to the future which is called 5Ps, 17
SDGs | 169 targets. He also praised the role of
United Nations Associations (UNA) worldwide
which imparts awareness to the people and
student community by organizing seminars,
MUNSs etc.

Dr. Sarat Kar, former Speaker, Odisha and,
Advisor , Utkal Federation of UNA in his inau-
gural address detailed the audience about
activities of UN and its Security Council, and
its effort to keep international Peace & Securi-
ty in the World.

Absara Beuria, Ex-Ambassador, Govt.of
India in his key note address spoke about the
pre amble of the UN and its object to save the
succeeding generations from the scourge of
war which the world had suffered during the
Second World War.

Advocate Manoranjan Patanaik, President,

SPEAKING as Chief Guest, Dr.R.K.Sharma,

i
[

UFUNA presided over the meeting. Guest of
Honour Dr.Amya Kumar Rath, Reader in Histo-
ry, Govt.Women's College, also spoke on the
occasion. Behadur Patsani, Secretary UFUNA
introduced the guests and Ms Barsha Patnaik
introduced the conveners of the college
.K.V.Ramachandran, Secretary UFUNA pro-
posed the Vote of Thanks.

The programme concuded with a colourful
cultural programme by the students of
Dhenkanal Women's College. ®

= 1.1 to r PROF DILIP
NANDA,PROF AMIYA RATH,,
DR RK. SHARMA,
MANORAN]JAN PATANAIK
,ABASAR BEURIA ,SARAT KAR,
A.K.SATAPATHY,

2. Audience and 3. Audience
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STATE-UNA

ASSAM UNA

CELEBRATES UN DAY

1. Ms. Bijoya Chakroborty,
Member of Parliament visited
the UNA Assam office at
Khanpara, Guwahati.Assam
UNA Secretary General Dr.
Aswin Sharma is seen

next to her.

2, 3 and 6. Distinguished
audience and

4. Rajiv Bora, Prinicipal
Sectretary, Govt. of Assam
addressing the audience.

5. Ms. Kiran Mehra
Kerpelman, Director UN
Infromation Centre India and
Bhutan giving interview to the
students.
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STATE-UNA

HARYANA UNA

UN DAY AT SALWAN PUBLIC
SCHOOL GURGAON

1 Suresh Srivastava Secy,
General, [IFUNA planting a tree
to mark the UN Day.Kailash
Khoshla of Haryana UNA (2nd
from left) is watching.

2. The Distinguished audience.

3. Principal of Salwan Public
School raising the award
received by her with joy.

4. Award winning students
with (1 to r) P.M.Parvatiyar
Treasurer IFUNA, Ashok
Sharma, Mrs Veena
Parvatiyar,Suresh Srivastava,
Secretary General IFUNA and
Ms. Kiran Mehra Kirpelman,
Director UN Information
Centre, India and Bhutan.

5. Guests with participating
blind students.

6. Students performing Music
programme.
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Spritual-Talk

Religion

E ARE brought up by our
parents to believe in one
religion or the other. We
never think that

we could have just as easily been
born into another religion and would
have been brought up believing as
strongly in some other teachings. Thus,
people in each religion become dogmat-
ic about what they were taught in their
places of worship. Few people have the
discrimination to realize that there
could not be a God for each religion.
There is one God. Few people take the
time and effort to make a comparative
study of religions. If they did, they
would find out that there are certain
truths common to all religions. No mat-
ter what religious background we come
from, we all are taught that God is the
Creator. It is from Him that the entire
universe came into being. It is He who
created humanity and all forms of life.
Considering this fact alone should be
enough for us to realize that we are but
small specks in the entire scheme of
creation. He is all, and we are but tiny
insignificant beings. Yet few of us real-
ize this. If we examine our thoughts,
how many times do we think of God as
our Creator? How many times do we
thank Him for our life? How many
times do we realize He is the giver of
everything we have? Few people go
through their day-to-day lives remem-
bering Him and His gifts.

We are so absorbed in this panora-
ma of life, we have forgotten all about
God. True, we say mechanical prayers to
Him either at our places of worship or
before eating. True, we remember Him
when we want Him to save us from a
calamity or from serious illness. But
most of the time we hardly give Him a
thought. In modern times, forgetting
God has become so serious that some
people have even denied His existence.
There are people who are atheists, who
do not believe God exists.

Worth pondering is the question
how such a perfectly designed universe
and such a complex, well-planned

——

of God

organism as a human being could come
about through chance. Only an intelli-
gent Creator could design this universe,
nature, and all forms of life, including
human beings. Those who delve into the
intricacies of nature and are in awe of it
have the humility to recognize there is
some higher power responsible for the
universe. A majority of human beings,
though, go through life unaware of the
invisible Creator.

For this reason, in every age,
enlightened souls come to show
humanity that there is one God, and
that we are all his children. They come
to unite humanity in a common love
and brotherhood. They point out that
each religion is basically the same and
that they are each teaching the same
path to God. In each religion, the cus-
toms may differ, the language used for
the same concepts may vary, but the
same basic truths are expressed. When
we are caught up in the pride of our
own knowledge, we are not prepared to
listen to anyone. Thus, instead of find-
ing out the basic truths underlying each
religion we close our ears. With the pas-
sage of time the esoteric or inner side of
the religion was lost, and the exoteric or
outside remained. We find ourselves
practicing the customs and rites but
never finding God. We pride ourselves
on the fact that we know the scriptures
of our own religion, that we go to the
places of worship regularly, and that we
observe the outer customs. We think
that what we are doing is enough.

But when we open our minds and
hearts to learn the basics of our religion,
to see what the founders actually
taught, and to compare the essence of
each religion, we will realize there is
only one God and there exists a practi-
cal way to find him. The same God is
there for everyone, humans from all cul-
tures, castes and religions and even for
other living forms coexisting with us on
this planet. It is He who created human-
ity and all forms of life. The greatest
religion is to love Him and His
creation.m
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for India’s Energy Security

“The Legacy of Oil India Limited (OIL)
dates back to 1888 when the first commercial
discovery of crude oil was made on Indian
shores. Today OIL has a strong Pan-India
and global presence. A Navaraina Company
of dedicated and skilled people responding to
challenges with grit and determination.......
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