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Editor’s
Column

CHINA has r ecentl y stoppe d
the UN sanctions committ ee from
designating Azhar as a t erroris t,
maint aining that the case "did no t
meet the r equir ement s" of the Securi -
ty Council. This is no t the f irs t time
that China has bloc ked India's bid t o
get Pakistan-based terroris t groups
and leaders pr oscrib ed by the UN.
With suc h attitude and b ehaviour one
fails t o unders tand what China w ants
to gain out of it. Wher eas India has
shown it s magnanimity b y withdr aw-
ing the visa of Dolk un Isa, a German
national of Uighur e thnicity as soon
as China protested. Mr. Isa, a leader of
the so-calle d World Uighur Congr ess
(WUC) has been declared as a "terror-
ist" in China.  Minis ter for External
Affairs Sushma Swaraj has rightl y said
to Chinese Foreign Minis ter Wang Yi
"double s tandard in dealing with t er-
ror is dangerous."

If Indian  social me dia is t aken 
int o account a great resentment has
erup ted among Indians ag ainst this
Chinese action. People are now seri -
ously considering no t t o use any
product im por ted (i.e. made in) fr om
China. India is a huge market f or Chi-
nese consumer pr oduct s and if the
campaign on social me dia turns int o

reality , China no doubt will lose busi -
ness and goodwill of 125 billion Indi -
an people by defending a t erroris t li v-
ing in Pakistan. We hope the Chinese
leadership will unders tand.

Pakistan is also persuading har d
and banking on it s good friend China
to block India's chances of making it
to the coveted Nuclear Suppliers
Group (NSG), a former Pakistani
diplomat has said. A ccording t o Dawn
online, Zamir Akr am, Pakistan's for-
mer permanent r epresentati ve at the
Unit ed Nations in Gene va and envoy
at the Conference on Disarmament,
has said that China w ould no t allo w
India t o enter the NSG because this
would af fect it s nuclear cooper ation
with P akistan. Akram w as speaking at
a conference on the Int ernational
Nuclear Order, organised by the
Str ategic Vision Ins titut e (SVI) and
Konr ad Adenauer Stif tung. According
to Dawn, this is the second time in a
month that a senior of ficial in volved
in Pakistan's nuclear af fairs has dis-
missed India's chances. But the 
question is whe ther China has it s
own policy or is a s tooge of Pakis tan
to be dict ated?

U.S. presidential hopeful Donald
Trum p has found himself an unlik ely
suppor ter in the f orm of Russian pres-
ident Vladimir Putin. A f oreign policy
speech made by Donald Trum p, in
whic h the Republican candidat e
spoke about his hopes f or an
im provement in U .S.-Russian rela-
tions, w as well r eceived in Russia,
CNN repor ted, with people in Mosco w
praising his attitude. "I b elieve an
easing of tensions and im proved rela-
tions with R ussia, from a position of
str ength onl y is possible," Trum p said
during his speec h. On the other hand,
Trum p has repeatedly accused China
of manipulating it s currency to make
it s expor t mor e competiti ve in global
market and has claime d that China is
killing the US tr ade. He has assured
his countr ymen that he w ould turne d
it ar ound as he has the cards.

— Pran Mohan P arv atiy ar
(pm parv atiy ar@gmail.com)
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T
HE FIVE-PERSONPermanent Cour t of
Arbitr ation of Unit ed Nations  is expect -
ed to deli ver it s ruling in Ma y or June on

a fractious maritime disput e betw een China
and the Philippines. The cour t af ter seven
hearings, is studying no w whe ther China's
claim t o a giant tr opical ocean flout s UN con-
ventions. Manila said that when it f ile d the
case in 2013, the Philippines and f our o ther
Asian government s also claim muc h of the
same South China Sea, which spans 3.5 million
square kilome tr es from Taiw an to Singapore. A
lot of the claims o verlap, especially wher e 

LEAD-STORY

UN Court to decide on
South China Sea dispute;
ruling very soon.

RIVAL COUNTRIES HAVE
WRANGLED OVER TERRITO-
RY IN THE SOUTH CHINA SEA
FOR CENTURIES, BUT TEN-
SION HAS STEADILY
INCREASED IN RECENT
YEARS.

China has backed it s
expansive claims with island-
building and na val patr ols,
while the US says it opposes
restrictions on fr eedom of
navigation and unla wful so v-
ereignty claims — by all sides,
but seen by many as aimed at
China.

The frictions ha ve
sparked concern that the ar ea
is becoming a flashpoint with
global consequences.

What is the ar gument
about?

It is a disput e over terri -
tory and sovereignty o ver
ocean areas, and the Paracels
and the Spratl ys — two island
chains claime d in whole or in
part by a numb er of coun-
tries.

Alongside the full y
fledged islands, ther e are
dozens of rocky outcr ops,
atolls, sandbank s and reefs,
such as the Scarborough
Shoal.

Wh y are the y wor th
arguing o ver?

Although lar gely unin -
habit ed, the Paracels and the
Spratl ys may have reserves of
natur al resources around
them. Ther e has been little
detailed explor ation of the
area, so estimat es are largely
extr apolated from the miner al
wealth of neighbouring ar eas.

The sea is also a major
shipping r oute and home t o
fishing gr ounds that suppl y
the li velihoods of people
across the region.

Who claims what?
China claims by far the

cont.. page 7cont.. page 6
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China is involved. The sea holds reserves of
undersea oil and natur al gas, likewise am ple
fisheries and lanes f or half the w orld's com -
mer cial shipping. That s why everyone cares.

Here's what's lik ely to happen, in thr ee
stages:

Before the ruling: some ne ws reports say
China is stepping up acti vities t o show other
countries it ef fectively contr ols the sea. For
example, it ma y expand and build up Scarbor -
ough Shoal, a rock w est of the Philippines and
frequent ed by Philippine f ishing boat s. In April
it lande d a milit ary plane on an isle t wher e it
had construct ed a defence outpost including a
runway. China is also looking f or suppor ters and

recentl y Russia backed it s view that dir ect talks
should sol ve the issues. Beijing adv ocates that
dialogue ins tead of the U.N. arbitr ation. China-
wary countries in Southeas t Asia, 
wher e four of the ri val claimant s are, are look-
ing t o buy new w eaponry fr om abroad as a
deterrent t o China, whic h has the w orld's thir d
str ongest milit ary. The Philippines will k eep
welcoming milit ary aid fr om it s former coloniz -
er the Unit ed States. The Unit ed States will s tart
positioning f ight er jets in the Philippines, W ash-
ingt on's defence secretary said recentl y.

U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton Carter (C)
link arms with Philippines' F oreign 
Secretary Jose Almendras (L) and Defense Sec-

n Tension between the
Philippines and China about
overlapping claims has risen
in recent months

Tension betw een the
Philippines and Chi -

na about overlapping
claims has risen in
recent months

China recently
incr eased it s defence
budget by 7.6 per cent
to $146 billion f or this
year, citing milit arisa-
tion of the Asia-Pacific,
especially the disput ed
South China Sea, and
deepening t ensions
with the US.

The increase is the lowest in def ence
spending in six y ears in the w ake of eco-
nomic slo wdo wn. China's GDP growth
last year decline d to the lowest in 26
years to 6.9 per cent.

Defending the incr ease in defence
budget, National People's Congress (NPC)
spokesperson FuYing blame d the US for
the milit arisation of the Asia-Pacific, espe-
ciall y the South China Sea (SCS), which in
recent months has b ecome new theatr e of
conflict b etw een the tw o countries.

Some people have connected China
with SCS issue and milit arisation of the
region. The issue of milit arisation has
been hyped up and misleading, she said.

China claims almos t the whole of the
resource-ric h South China Sea (SCS). Its
claim, ho wever, is str ongly contested by
the Philippines, V ietnam, Mala ysia,
Brunei and Taiw an.

In October, USS Lassen, a guided mis -
sile destr oyer, sailed within 1 2 nautical
miles of an artif icial island China is build -
ing in the Spr atly Islands. China str ongly
protested the mo ve, saying the US act
severely violat ed Chinese law, sabotaged
the peace, security and good order of the
waters, and undermine d the r egion's

PEACE AND STABILITY.
According t o a budget report t o the

national legislatur e annual session, the
government plans t o raise the 2016
defence budget by 7.6 per cent t o 954 bil -
lion yuan (about $1 46 billion).

The new incr ease, lower than las t
year's 10.1 per cent, widens the g ap fur -
ther with the Indian def ence budget
whic h stood around $40 billion.

"Talking about the milit arisation if we
look at the adv anced aircraft and ships
entering the ar ea, majority of them fr om

US," Ying said, adding that
it w as America whic h
decided to deploy 70 per
cent of it s naval assets
under it s Asia Pivot str ate-
gy.

"Isn't it milit arisa-
tion?" Ying ask ed in r eply,
adding that b y wr ongly
accusing China's milit ari -
sation in the w aters is
misleading.

"Most of Chinese law-
makers and ordinar y peo-
ple are not pleased and do

not agree with the US showing of f mili -
tary power by sending w arships t o
waters close to the SCS islands and reefs,"
she said.

Chinese Premier Li Keqiang, who pr e-
sented a word report t o this y ear's inau-
gural session, proposed a 6.5 per cent
target for the GDP this year. It w ould,
however, break a multi-y ear run of dou-
ble-digit incr eases in China's defence
budget, and mar k the slowest growth in
six years.

The raise will mak e the w orld's sec-
ond lar gest econom y the second lar gest
defence spender, both next t o the US.

Obama proposed a USD 534-billion
defense budget package for the 20 16 fis-
cal year, about 3.6 times China's budg et
this y ear. This year's new incr ease will do
little t o close that gap, according t o state-
run Xinhua ne ws agency report.

China increases defence budget by 7.6%

n In ear ly 2012, 
China and the 
Philippines eng aged
in a length y 
maritime s tand-of f,
accusing eac h other
of intrusions in the
Scarbor ough Shoal.
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ret ary Volt aire Gazmin (R)
during the closing cer e-
mon y of the U.S.-Philip-
pines annual joint milit ary
exercise at Camp Aguinal -
do in Quezon city , subur-
ban Manila on April 1 5,
2016.

"Certainl y, most
Southeast Asian countries,
but especiall y the Philip -
pines and Vietnam, have
chosen to im prove rela-
tions with the U .S. and
Japan in a broader effor t
to enhance their capacity
to patr ol and def end their
maritime claims in the
region," says Carl Baker,
dir ector of programs with
the U.S. think t ank Pacif ic
Forum Cent er for 
Str ategic and Int ernational
Studies. n 

n U.S. Defense Secretary Ashton Carter (C) link arms with Philippines' Foreign Secretary Jose
Almendras (L) and Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin (R) during the closing ceremony of the U.S.-
Philippines annual joint military exercise at Camp Aguinaldo in Quezon city, suburban Manila on
April 15, 2016. (TED ALJIBE/AFP/Getty Images)

largest por tion of territ ory -
an area defined by the "nine-
dash line" whic h str etches
hundr eds of miles south and
east fr om it s most souther ly
province of Hainan.

Beijing says its right t o
the area goes back centuries
to when the Paracel and
Spratl y island chains w ere
regarded as integral parts of
the Chinese nation, and in
1947 it  issued a map detail -
ing it s claims. It showed the
tw o island gr oups falling
entir ely within it s territ ory.
Those claims are mir rored by
Taiw an.

Vietnam ho tl y disput es
China's historical account,
saying China had ne ver
claime d sovereignty o ver the
islands before the 1940s. Viet-
nam says it has actively rule d
over both the Paracels and
the Spratl ys since the 17th
Century - and has the docu -
ment s to prove it.

The other ma jor claimant
in the ar ea is the Philippines,
whic h invokes its geographi -
cal proximity t o the Spratl y
Islands as the main basis of
it s claim for par t of the
grouping.

Both the Philippines and
China lay claim t o the Scar-
borough Shoal (known as
Huangyan Island in China) - a
little mor e than 100 miles
(160km) fr om the Philippines
and 500 miles fr om China.

Malaysia and Brunei also
lay claim t o territ ory in the
South China Sea that they say
falls within their economic
exclusion zones, as defined by
UNCLOS - the Unit ed Nations
Convention on the La w of the
Sea.

Brunei does not claim an y
of the disput ed islands, but
Malaysia claims a small num -
ber of islands in the Spr atl ys.

Recent flashpoint s
The most serious tr ouble in r ecent
decades has flared betw een Vietnam
and China, and ther e have also been
stand-of fs betw een the Philippines
and China:
n In 1974 the Chinese seized the
Paracels from Vietnam, killing mor e
than 70 Vietnamese tr oops.
n In 1988 the tw o sides clashed in the
Spratlys, with V ietnam again coming
off w orse, losing about 60 sailors.
n In July 2012 China angered Vietnam
and the Philippines when it f ormall y
created Sansha city, an adminis trative
body with it s headquarters in the
Paracels which it says oversees Chi-
nese territ ory in the South China Sea.
n Unverif ied claims that the Chinese
navy sabotaged tw o Vietnamese
explor ation oper ations in lat e 2012
led to large anti-China pr otests on

Vietnam's streets.
n In January 2013, Manila said it w as
taking China t o a UN tribunal under
the auspices of the UN Convention on
the Laws of the Sea, to challenge its
claims.
n In May 2014, the intr oduction b y
China of a drilling rig int o waters near
the Paracel Islands led to multiple col -
lisions b etw een Vietnamese and Chi-
nese ships.
n In April 20 15, satellit e images
showed China building an airs trip on
reclaimed land in the Spr atlys.
n In October 2015, the US sailed a
guided-missile des troyer within 1 2-
nautical miles of the ar tif icial islands -
the f irst in a series of actions planne d
to assert fr eedom of navigation in the
region. China warned that the US
should "no t act blindl y or mak e trou-
ble out of nothing"
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RIC TRILATERAL MEET

Double standards in
dealing with terror are
dangerous: Sushma Swaraj

Her remarks
come in the
backdrop of
China stopping
UN sanctions
committee from
designating Azhar
as terrorist,
maintaining that
the case "did not
meet the
requirements" of
the Security
Council.

n From left: Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi, Russia Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov and Indian Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj pose
for a photo after a meeting in Moscow, Russia  April 18, 2016.

S
eeking str ong global action ag ainst t error
netw orks, Indian External Af fairs Minis ter
Ms. Sushma Swaraj w arned the int ernational

community that if it continues t o adopt "double
standards" in dealing with the menace ther e will
be "serious consequences".

In her addr ess at the Foreign Minis ters meet-
ing of RIC (Russia-India-China), External Af fairs
Minis ter Sushma Swaraj said the gr ouping mus t
lead the w orld in f ighting t errorism. Signif icantl y,
Swaraj's remarks came after she raised with her
Chinese counterpar t Wang Yi, before the trilat er-

al, the issue of China blocking India's bid at the
UN to have JeM chief and Pathank ot t error att ack
mastermind Masood Azhar designat ed as 
terrorist.

"India b elieves that the f oremost challeng e to
int ernational security continues t o be posed by
int ernational t errorism. The RIC countries mus t
lead the w ay in getting the int ernational commu -
nity t ogether t o counter terrorism thr ough joint
action, including at the UN ," Swaraj said.

"We must not fail in this r egard. If we contin -
ue to adopt double s tandards in dealing with t er-
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rorism it will ha ve serious consequences not jus t
for our o wn countries, but the int ernational com -
munity as a whole," she said.

Her remarks come in the backdr op of China
stopping UN sanctions committ ee from designat -
ing Azhar as terrorist, maint aining that the case
"did no t meet the r equir ement s" of the Security
Council.

UN Security Council r eform
Talking about the UN Security Council r eform,

she said a greater urgency was requir ed on the
issue and sought suppor t of Russia and China.

"Let me also t ouch upon the issue of reform of
UN Security Council, on whic h ther e has been
some positi ve movement with a t ext being put f or
the f irst time on the t able for int er-government al
negotiations(IGN). Ho wever, we need greater
urgency on this issue. I seek the suppor t of my
Chinese and Russian colleagues for t aking the IGN
process forward," she said.

We must not fail in this r egard. If we continue
to adopt double s tandards in dealing with t error-
ism it will ha ve serious consequences not jus t for
our own countries, but the int ernational commu -
nity as a whole," she said.

The thr ee countries have met annuall y since
2002 to discuss issues of regional and global
im por tance. While the trilat eral hasn't addr essed
the issue in the pas t, this y ear, the thr ee foreign
minis ters include d the South China Sea disputes
in their joint communiq ue. Specificall y, the por -
tion of the communiq ue on the maritime disput es
ther e said the follo wing:

Russia, India and China are committ ed to
maint aining a legal order for the seas and oceans
based on the principles of int ernational la w, as
reflected notably in the UN Convention on the
Law of Sea (UNCLOS). All related disput es should
be addressed thr ough negotiations and agr ee-
ment s betw een the par ties concerne d. In this
regard the Minis ters called for full r espect of all
provisions of UNCLOS, as well as the Declaration
on the Conduct of Parties in the South China Sea
(DOC) and the Guidelines f or the im plement ation
of the DOC.

The statement is no table as the first mention
of the South China Sea disputes in a Russia-India-
China trilat eral statement. Last year, at their 1 3th
annual meeting, the f oreign minis ters omitt ed any
mention of the disput es, despite the fact that Chi -
na's construction of artif icial islands in the Spr atly
Islands was already beginning t o raise red flags in
the int ernational pr ess. This year, however, with a
decision looming at at the P ermanent Cour t of

Arbitr ation in The Hague on the case Philippines
v. China -a decision that is lik ely to not go in Chi-
na's favor by most count s-Beijing is looking t o
shore up it s position on the disput es.

Namely, the statement that "All r elated dis-
put es should be addressed thr ough negotiations
and agreements betw een the par ties concerne d"
is nearly verbatim lif ted from China's fr equent
foreign minis tr y statement s on the South China
Sea disputes. China opposes the internationaliza -
tion of disput e resolution in the South China Sea,
and has said it does not recognize the authority of
the Permanent Cour t of Arbitr ation in it s disputes
with the Philippines.

Mor eover, last w eek, before the trilat eral
meeting in Mosco w, Russian Foreign Minis ter
Sergey Lavrov issued similar r emarks. "I am con-
vinced that the y (att empts to int ernationalize the
issue) are completely count erproducti ve," Lavrov
said at the time, accor ding t o Xinhua. "Onl y nego-
tiations, whic h China and the ASEAN are pursu-
ing, can bring the desir ed result, namel y, mutuall y
acceptable agreements." The alignment of Russia's
position with China's came shor tl y after the G7
group of nations-a gr oup that f ormer ly include d
Russia as the G8-issued a forceful declar ation on
the South China Sea. Lu Kang, a spokesperson for
the Chinese foreign minis tr y, said that China
appreciated Lavrov's comment s.

Finall y, what's striking about the R ussia-
India-China trilat eral joint communiq ue this
year is that India w as willing t o sign on t o the
statement. Since 2013, New Delhi's languag e
on the South China Sea has matched that of
the Unit ed States, Vietnam, the Philippines,
Austr alia, and Japan-all stakeholders in the
persistence of the r egional status quo, whic h
values a rules-based order pri vileging int erna-
tional principles suc h as the freedom of navi -
gation. The Indian decision t o acquiesce to the
trilat eral communiq ue doesn't suggest a
change of policy , but it will frus tr ate regional
states and muddy India's position on the
South China Sea. n

Just days befor e the
trilat eral communiq ue
was released, Indian
Defense Minis ter
Manohar P ar rikar and
U.S. Defense Secretary
Asht on Car ter had
released a joint s tate-
ment that
reaff irme d the im por -
tance of safeguar ding
maritime security and
ensuring fr eedom of
navig ation and o ver
flight thr oughout the
region, including in
the South China Sea.
They vowe d their sup -
por t f or a rules-base d
or der and r egional
security ar chit ectur e
conduci ve to peace
and pr osperity in the
Asia-Pacif ic and Indian
Ocean, and em pha -
sized their commit -
ment t o w or king
together and with o th -
er nations t o ensur e
the security and s ta-
bility that ha ve been
benef icial t o the Asia-
Pacif ic f or decades.

The bilat eral U.S.-
India s tatement and
the Russia-India-China
trilat eral communiq ue
speak t o opposing
sides of the same
issue. As I said, India's
policy almos t cer tainl y
hasn't shif ted, but it's
still curious that it
would acq uiesce t o a
trilat eral communiq ue
with R ussia and China
that runs count er t o
it s previousl y stated
positions on ho w the
int ernational commu -
nity ought t o tr eat the
South China Sea 
disput es.
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n Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressing the Indian
community in Brussels said no
religion teaches terrorism on
March 30.

n Eyewitnesses to Brussels
terror, in their own words
Terrorists strike the European
Quarter and the main Brussels
airport, killing at least 31
people.

NAMASTE.It is my good fortune that I ha ve received an
oppor tunity fr om the people-ambassadors (log doo t)

n You im pact and familiarise people o verseas with
our language and cultur e.

n Last w eek, Brussels witnessed a ghastl y terror
attack.

n To the people who los t their dear ones, I pa y my
respects to them

n Such a huge incident has happene d here after a
long time

n The world has now unders tood full y how danger-
ous terrorism is

n Terrorism is no t a challenge to one countr y, one
region, terrorism is challenging humanity

n That's wh y the need of the hour is an ybody who
believes in humanity , all powers, have to come together
to fight t error

n Forces of humanity seem w eak - (terms lik e)

"Good terrorism, bad t errorism" unkno wing ly bolster
terrorism

n India has been battling t errorism f or over 40
years

n We have has lost mor e people to terrorism than
many wars

n India used to scream out that t error is a grave
danger and the w orld used to tell us this isn't t errorism
this is a law and or der pr oblem

n And when gr ound shook b eneath their f eet, the
world unders tood what t error is

n 9/11 attack shook the w orld and the w orld started
understanding what India w as dealing with

n But India ne ver bowed in fr ont of terror and the
question of bowing doesn't e ven arise

n The fight against terror is big challenge
n I have spoken to world leaders and explaine d to

them t errorism mus t be de-link ed with r eligion

No Religion 
Teaches Terrorism

Highlight s of Prime Minis ter Modi speec h in Brussels
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n You can keep in
touch with me on
the app
n This time in the
Budget, we made a
proposal. For NRIs
who don't have PAN
cards they are
charged higher rate
TDS
n This time we have
made a provision
for alternate docu -
ments
n Ports and airports
will have single
window clearances,
Customs will be
simplified, will
increase the free
baggage limit

n No religion t eaches terror
n Recently, liberal-Islamic sc holars att ached with

Sufism came to India They said terrorists who associate
their act s with r eligion ar e un-Islamic and this nee ds to
be said again and again

n Bomb, guns and pistols cannot alone f ight t error-
ism

n We have to create an envir onment in socie ty
n But look at the misf ortune of the w orld and

humanity
n The Unit ed Nations has a definition of all things

related to war, but for terrorism the y have no answers
n I met leaders of the European Union t oday, we

talked on many things but t errorism w as the focal point
of all discussions

n Leaders also acknowledged how w e've been deal-
ing with t errorism f or 40 years

n The world is also passing thr ough an economic
crisis

n At this time, the w orld says in once voice - w orld
bank, International Mone tary Fund, ratings agency -
they all say of ther e is a light of hope in the w orld it is ...
India!

n India t oday is one of the fastest growing lar ge
economies in the w orld

n And this is no t a result of chance; nor b ecause of
Modi either , it's all b ecause of 1.25 crore Indians within
India and abr oad

n India is gr owing r apidl y despit e drought, bad
weather

n If the dir ection is right, policies s traightf orward
and if the disposition spo tless, then India can mo ve for-
ward

n Many things whic h you don't see reported about
on TV, papers

n You might see on the N arendra Modi app
n But I'll gi ve you a brief on what w e accomplishe d

in 2015
n I am not jus t a Prime Minis ter but a 'pr adhan-

sevak'
n Our decision t o have 5% ethanol in pe trol led to

record production of ethanol in 20 15 leading t o bett er
income f or farmers

n Our campaign on gas subsidy led to 9 million
people sur rendering their subsidy , helping millions of
poor f amilies t o get gas connections

n There was record output of coal in 2015. Also
record production of electricity and r ecord cargo han-
dled at major por ts

n In 2015 the most milk w as produced
n That means even animals w ere happy
n Cows, goats, were happy...We don't do v ote bank

politics
n We care for even those who don't v ote (for us)
n Our Jan Dhan Yojana has led to 210 million ne w

accounts, bringing millions int o the banking sect or
n Rs 34,000 crore deposited int o banks by the poor

under Jan Dhan scheme
n Perhaps you people canno t imagine what I sa w -

The affluence of the poor . We often see the poverty of
the affluent

n On August 15, I announced we will bring electrici -
ty t o 18,000 villag es in 1,000 days

n Today 7 months or 250 da ys later, more than
7,000 villag es have received electricity poles and wir es

n You can check this out on the Garv app and w eb-
site

n You can see where what is happening - minut e by
minut e updates on your mobile phone

n We have set a target of 125 GW in India and the
world doubt ed us

n I can proudl y say that w ork in that r egard is going
on and w e shall achieve our target

n India had tw o long running disput e with
Bangladesh - of water and border

n After our government came t o power, without
any bulle ts

n The border disput e was resolved
n The water disput e was also resolved
n We gave an example to the w orld how t o live

with neighbours
n Some neighbours are there who can't unders tand

it
n Now how can w e change neighbours?
n But I hope the y will unders tand it t oo
n On my Narendra Modi app people of ten send me

suggestionsThese people have given me suggestions on
how t o improve ties betw een India and Europe

n These input s give me great energy
n One user has writt en to me, that she w ants to

contribut e her money to educating poor c hildr en
n You can keep in touch with me on the app
n This time in the Budg et, we made a proposal. For

NRIs who don't ha ve PAN cards they are charged higher
rate TDS

n This time w e have made a provision f or alt ernate
document s

n Ports and airpor ts will ha ve single windo w clear -
ances, Customs will b e simplif ied, will incr ease the free
baggage limit

n Bring something bac k to countr y
n You came in such large numb ers I am very grate-

ful
n Wher ever you are, you are the true ambassadors

of India
n India has a lot of scope for tourism
n 65% ofIndia is below 35 years of age
n A countr y so young can achieve any dream
n India will fulf il it s dreams
n I thank y ou once again!

n Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressing the Indian
community in Brussels said no
religion teaches terrorism
March 30.
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T
HE EXECUTIVECommitt ee of Indian Fed-
eration of Unit ed Nations Associations
(IFUNA) in it s meeting held on 1 0th

March, 2016 has approved the cr eative idea of
it s Secretary General, Suresh Srivastava for
starting a full-fle dged Unit ed Nations Universi-
ty in India. IFUN A felt that the sugg estion of
setting up UN U niversity in India deserv ed to
be pursued vigorously and br ought t o it s suc-
cessful fruition e xpeditiousl y. This brilliant
idea w as an outcome of a chain of thought s in

our mind during a series of discussions on a
holis tic int egrated Rural Rejuv enation Pr oject I
was having with IFUN A  along with Dr P D
Bhavnagar, Dr Shiv Kumar , Dr Alka Ir ani and
Prof Dr G D Sharma. Subsequentl y a Concept
Note was drafted for consider ation of IFUNA
memb ers.. 

The very name, Unit ed Nations, conveys
the purpose, the objecti ve, the rationale and
the aspir ations of this gr eat Institution. These
include U nity among N ations li ving t ogether in

The very name,
United Nations, con -
veys the purpose,
the objective, the
rationale and the
aspirations of this
great Institution.
These include Unity
among Nations liv -
ing together in con -
flict-free peace as
members of the one
and only common
world-family for a
brighter future full
of prosperity and
progress for all.

n United Nations University in
Tokyo UN UNIVERSITY

IN INIDA
To Promote P eace, Prosperity & Progress

P P Shrivastav, I.A.S (retd). 
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conflict-fr ee Peace as members of the one and
onl y common w orld-f amil y for a bright er
futur e full of Prosperity and Pr ogress for all.
That is possible onl y when the f eelings of
brother hood develop among the peoples
across the world and b ecome str ong enough t o
tr anscend the sectarian, communal and
national bor ders and overcome the mutual
prides and pr ejudices, ri valries, jealousies and
egos, especially among the leaders and politi -
cians. This is rare in lar ge parts of the pr esent-
day w orld. 

Fortunat ely, thinking in India has b een ful -
ly in tune with this philosoph y of the UN, for
thousands of years, ever since the dawn of
recorded history. India has never committ ed
physical aggression against any nation so f ar.
This is on account of the tw o primar y civiliza -
tional pr ecepts that are deeply etched 
in the minds and psy che of the Indian people,
namel y:

(i) ßâéÏñß·¤éÅUé•Õ·¤•(Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam)
meaning that the entir e creation is jus t one
famil y.And this f ollo ws from the o ther funda -
ment al precept w ell-ar gued in the Indian scrip -
tur es:  

(ii) (Ishavasyam idam sarv am yat-kinc h
jagatyam jagat) whic h means - The entir e uni -
verse is pervaded by God: in o ther w ords, God
is the common origin of all that e xists (ani-
mat e and inanimat e) in the uni verse.   

In fact, these tw o Sanskrit shlokas are not
mer e philosophical concep ts; they have been
matt ers of faith f or the Indian people f or ages
and have given rise to another tw o equall y
popular pr ecepts, namely, "Aano bhadr ah krat-
vo yantu vishw atah" meaning "Le t noble
thought s come to us from all sides" and it s log-
ical corollar y Atithi De vo-bhava (¥çÌçÍÎðßôÖß),
whic h means that the gues t should b e looked
upon as god.  India has according ly w elcomed
noble thought s and saints, scholars and their
follo wers from everywher e, irrespective of
source or land of their origin, t o come, mix and
ming le with our people and e ven settle in
India. That is ho w the multi-cultur al, multi-
ethnic and multi-lingual Indian ci vilization has
been able to grow, absorb the best fr om all
over, overcome all the obs tacles, neutralise for-
eign in vasions by making man y in vaders to
become Indians, and manag ed to survi ve as the
world's oldes t li ving ci vilization. 

The basic fact is that in the q uest f or
know ledge the Indian Rishis in the pr e-his toric
ancient Indian en vir onment of peace and plen-

ty chose to look no t at the visible outw ard
mat erial w orld, but in wards at the in visible
inner w orld of mind, f eelings and beyond t o
the inf init e. Their journe y started with the
subtle and pr oceeded to the gross, from
know ledge of the Self within and thence tr ac-
ing the course of evolution t o the out er mat e-
rial w orld. This w ay they could unco ver the
fundament al commonality of the basic Con-
sciousness(in dif ferent degr ees of manif esta-
tion) and the int eractive relationship b etw een
the tw o. On the other hand, Seekers in the
West started fr om the o ther end. They look ed
outw ards to the mat erial w orld and studie d
minut ely the natur e of it s various constituent s
and int er-r elations. Tremendous pr ogress has
been made in kno w ledge of mat erial sciences
and skills in their journe y fr om the gr oss to the
subtle, and their lat est discovery is of the
'God-par ticle' (name d 'Boson' after the Indian).

The need now is t o bring t ogether and syn -
ergies' the W estern Science & Technology with
the Indian Philosophic-cum- Action-orient ed
concept o f DHARMA ,whic h denotes Spiritual -
ity but (in absence of the concept and hence a

Tremendous
progress has been
made in knowledge
of material 
sciences and skills
in their journey
from the gross to
the subtle, and 
their latest discov -
ery is of the 'God-
particle' (named
'Boson' after the
Indian).

n UNU Centre - Tokyo (Japan)
serves as the programming, plan -
ning and adminis tr ative head-
quarters unit of the University . It
comprises the Of fice of the Rector
as well as adminis tr ative and aca-
demic services unit s that suppor t
the w ork of the global UN Univer-
sity system.

n The Office of the Rector (includ -
ing tw o Vice-Recto rates) supports
the Rector in his capacity as the
chief academic and adminis tr ative
officer of the UN University , and
assists in executi ve management
and coordination of the University
system. The Office of the Rector
provides an overall suppor ting
role for governance and policy
development within the g lobal
UN University sy stem, and covers
the legal affairs of the University .
n The Adminis tr ation and Finance

Services unit pr ovides overall sup-
por t for the University's acti vities.

n The Campus Computing Centr e
manages the University's inf orma -
tion and communication t echnol -
ogy resources and netw ork infr a-
structur e.

n The Library, Archives and Reg-
istr y unit manag es library servic-
es, information r esources and
archives, and the registr y.

n The Tokyo unit of the Office of
Communications coor dinat es
media and public r elations; pr o-
vides a comprehensive range of
int ernal communications (design,
production, e dit orial and w eb
development/manag ement) and
audio-visual cr eative services.

UNU Centr e - Toky o 
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word in English) has been im precisely tr anslat-
ed as 'religion' that im plies onl y a pathw ay
(out of several available)t o reach the Ultimat e
.Development f or pr osperity and pr ogress have
to go hand in hand with f eelings of love, com-
passion and concern f or the o thers. Head and
Heart should bo th b e involved in the c hoice of
the right path of progress. That alone will lead
to balanced growth and las ting happiness.
Without that, the conseq uence would b e
enhanced inequity , a sure recipe fordis-satis -
faction, conflict s and even natur al disasters
that w ould af fect all. In essence, the inner
world within the mindhas t o be cleansed of
pollut ants like ego, greed etc and t empered
with f eelings and human v alues to lead to ten-
sion-fr ee happiness for all   "Sarve bhavntu
sukhinah"; meaning (Let all b e happy). Then
and onl y then will the out er w orld pr osper and
be rid of conflict s and violence.   

The proposed UN University will gr ow,
bloom and flo wer beautifull y in such an organ-
icall y favorable civilization en vir onment that
India has t o offer, and it s meaningful fr agrance
of prosperity and pr ogress for all thr ough
Peace and happiness for all shall spr ead
thr oughout the g lobe. 

Budding scholars and r esearchers fr om
India and o ther nations, near and f ar, will g et
the oppor tunity t o study and unders tand the
background in whic h the League of Nations
failed to stop or limit the long spell of conflict s
that le d to terrible des truction of lif e, proper ty
and envir onment ; the setting up of UNO.  They
will s tudy and unders tand the constitution and
functioning of UN and it s various bodies set up
with the sole aim of promotion of peace and
unders tanding among nations of the 
world by keeping w atch over vulner able areas
and sensiti vities that lead t o dissatisfaction,
distr ess and conflict s; techniq ues devised to
prevent or count eract them (e.g., peer-
pressure; f inancial, t echnological and suppor t)

and even of arbitr ation and ph ysical
int ervention thr ough it s Peace-keeping Forces
contribut ed by non-in volved neutr al nations.
They will also g et the oppor tunity t o study the
region/nation/community -specif ic cultur al,
physical and political f actors that ha ve the
potential of conflict-escalations and sugg est
constructi ve ways of handling suc h situations
that ma y arise in the futur e in the conflict-
prone areas and regions. With application of
mind on all these, the F aculty Memb ers,
Researchers and Scholars will b e able to
suggest fur ther r efinement s in the policies and
practices and ways of fine-tuning them t o
meet situations in specif ic vulner able regions,
areas and pockets. That would b e a most
meaningful contribution that the UN
University in India will b e able to make for the
cause of amity and peace in the w orld. The
issue is crucial: with all the e xisting le thal
arsenal of weapons of mass destruction, and
the lack of feeling and concern f or others in
some of the holders of such arsenals, the Thir d
World W ar could b e the last War, with no
survi vors to fight an y mor e. 

As for the location of this UN University in
India, of fers of land have already been
received fr om the Chief Minis ters of Assam
and fr om the cur rent Chairman of IFUNA, Dr
Muk ul Sangma, and the forward-looking Chief
Minis ter of the beautiful S tate of Meghalaya
(bor dering Bang ladesh) in the N orth Eastern
Region of the countr y. He has offered land in
Shillong, the c harming capit al of Meghalaya. I
am touched personall y and feel blessed since
it w as in Shillong wher e I started my service
as a Civil Servant with the Go vernment of
India, pr ecisely 56 years back in Mar ch 1960
and returne d (after postings in Delhi, Goa,
Assam, Himachal, Manipur and N agaland) t o
Shillong in Mar ch 2005 as Member of the
North-Eastern Council, in the r ank of Minis ter
of State, to complete my innings in 
September 2013. 

We now look f orward to early pr eparation
of the Detailed Project Repor t that will gi ve
the ph ysical, financial and functional de tails
after consider ation and appr oval of whic h will
the other nee ded procedur al formalities will
have be completed. With the enthusias tic sup -
por t that all the Memb ers of Executi ve Com-
mitt ee of IFUNA gave to this idea, w e are con-
fident of early fructif ication of our dr eam of
having the UN U niversity of Peace, Prosperity
& Progress in India.  n

The proposed UN
University will
grow, bloom and
flower beautifully in
such an organically
favorable civiliza -
tion environment
that India has to
offer, and its mean -
ingful fragrance of
prosperity and
progress for all
through Peace and
happiness for all
shall spread
throughout the
globe.
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40 Most Powerful
Military Nations

n A contingent of Indian
Army's special forces
contingent doubles past the
saluting dais during the
Republic Day parade in Delhi

(below) INS Kochi, India's
deadliest ever warship

Surrounded by hostile neighbours, India has fought
numerous wars to protect its sovereignty and as deterrent

to any future hostility , it has one of most well-armed,
trained and disciplined military force in the world. India

ranks 4th after United States, Russia and China and needs
further improvement to match its mighty neighbours.

I
NDIA is negotiating with F rance for the pur -
chase of 36 Rafale fight er aircraft t o replenish
the Indian Air F orce's depleting squadron

str ength. The Rafale is a 4.5 generation f ight er air -
craft and it has seen extensive action in the skies
over Afghanis tan, Iraq, Libya and Mali. Arme d
with the lat est w eaponry and avionics, the Rafale
will gi ve the IAF an edge over ri vals in the r egion. 

Aircraft carrier INS Vikr amadity a joined the

Indian N avy in 20 13 and it helps the na vy in pr o-
jecting po wer well beyond India's maritime bor -
ders. Vikr amadity a carries the le thal MiG-29K
supersonic f ight er aircraft whic h can decimat e
any aerial thr eat to the ship and also destr oy
ground t argets with eq ual ease. 

The indigenous Tejas fight er aircraft will b e
the mains tay of the Indian Air F orce in the coming
years once the Mark II ent ers service in 2022.
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Tejas will r eplace the MiG 21 and 27.  
The indigenous Akash surface to air missile

has been developed by DRDO and is in service
with the arm y and the air f orce. A battery of
Akash missiles can tr ack 64 targets at a time and
fire missiles at 12 of the most thr eatening ones,
whic h include air craft, ballis tic missile, dr ones
and other aerial t argets. 

T-90 main battle t anks and BMP-2 inf antr y
combat v ehicles practice manoeuv ers in
Rajasthan. Both T-90 and the BMP-2, whic h car-
ries soldiers int o battle, ar e at the top of their
game and in the e vent of war, will lead the
armour ed thrus t. 

The Sukhoi Su-30 MKI is the mains tay of the
Indian Air F orce. The twin-seat f ight er aircraft is
the best air craft in it s class and is the only fight er
in the air f orce which has the range and weapons
load to strik e deep into enemy territ ory. 

The Boeing C-17 Globe master tr ansport air -
craft is a giant of the skies and it can tr ansport
tr oops and material across thousands of miles
and land on un paved, short run ways. The aircraft
proved very useful in disas ter relief operations,
flying in aid and fl ying out the sic k and injur ed
during natur al calamities in Utt arakhand, Kash-
mir and o ther places

The C-130J's main task will b e to insert spe-
cial operation f orces into enemy territ ory during
day/night all-w eather conditions.

The MiG 29K fight er aircraft of the Indian
Navy pr ovides the t eeth t o INS Vikr amadity a air-
craft carrier . This supersonic f ight er aircraft is
replacing the v enerable subsonic Sea Harrier
jum p jet.

The indigenous Dhruv multi-purpose helicop -
ter of the Indian Arm y carries a gypsy during a
tr aining exercise in the Thar deser t in Rajasthan.
Dhruv eq uips all thr ee wings of the arme d forces
and also paramilit ary forces.

Operatives of the special oper ations f orces of
the Indian N avy kno wn as the Marine Comman -
dos or Marcos, slither do wn fr om a Sea King heli-
copter to a waiting zodiac boat. Mar cos are the
most secreti ve special forces in India and no t
much is known about the oper ations the y have
carried out though during the 1 999 Kargil w ar,
they were said to have carried out numer ous
cross-LoC raids to neutr alize enemy targets.

Using over 50 factors to determine a coun -
tr y's Power Index, the Global Firepower 2016 list
ranks the most powerful milit ary nations in the
world. The list comprises a balanced collection of
126 advanced and lesser developed nations,
based on several factors lik e their geographical
location, natur al resource reliance, arsenal
str ength, and cur rent economic health. It mus t be
noted that nuclear capability and cur rent politi -
cal/milit ary leadership is no t t aken int o account.
Also, land-loc ked nations ar e not penalize d for
not having a standing navy.

1. United States of America
Population: 321,368,864
Reaching military age annually: 4,220,000
Active frontline personnel/r eserve personnel:
1,400,000/ 1,100,000 
Aircraft: 13,444
Tanks: 8,848
Naval strength: 473

2. Russia
Population: 142,423,773
Reaching military age annually: 1,355,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
766,055/2,485,000 
Aircraft: 3,547
Tanks: 15,398
Naval strength: 352

3. China
Population: 1,367,485,388
Reaching military age annually: 19,550,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
2,335,000/2,300,000 
Aircraft: 2,942
Tanks: 9,150

4. India
Indian Paratroopers jum p out of an Indian Air

n Indian Air Force Sukhoi Su-
30 MKI fighter aircraft patrol
the skies over the Himalayas.
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Force C-130J Hercules transport air craft.
Population: 1,251,695,584
Reaching military age annually: 22,900,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
1,325,000/2,143,000 
Aircraft: 2,086
Tanks: 6,464
Naval strength: 202

5. United Kingdom
Population: 64,088,222
Reaching military age annually: 750,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
150,000/182,000 
Aircraft: 879
Tanks: 407
Naval strength: 66

6. France
Population: 66,553,766
Reaching military age annually: 775,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
205,000/195,770
Aircraft: 1,282
Tanks: 423
Naval strength: 113

7. South Korea
Population: 49,115,196
Reaching military age annually: 690,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
625,000/2,900,000
Aircraft: 1,451
Tanks: 2,381
Naval strength: 166

8. Germany
Population: 80,854,408
Reaching military age annually: 791,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
180,000/145,000
Aircraft: 676
Tanks: 408
Naval strength: 81

9. Japan
Population: 126,919,659
Reaching military age annually: 1,215,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
250,000/57,900
Aircraft: 1,590
Tanks: 678
Naval strength: 131

10. Turkey

Population: 79,414,269
Reaching military age annually: 1,375,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
410,500/185,630
Aircraft: 1,007
Tanks: 3,778
Naval strength: 115

11. Israel
Population: 8,049,314
Reaching military age annually: 122,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
160,000/630,0 00
Aircraft: 681
Tanks: 4,170
Naval strength: 66

12. Indonesia
Population: 255,993,674
Reaching military age annually: 4,500,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
476,000/40 0,000
Aircraft: 420
Tanks: 468
Naval strength: 171

13. Australia
Population: 22,751,014
Reaching military age annually: 280,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
60,000/44,240
Aircraft: 417
Tanks: 59
Naval strength: 52

14. Canada
Population: 35,099,836
Reaching military age annually: 425,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
95,000/51,000
Aircraft: 426
Tanks: 181
Naval strength: 63

15. Taiwan
Population: 23,415,126
Reaching military age annually: 325,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
300,000/1,675,000
Aircraft: 815
Tanks: 2,005
Naval strength: 102

16. Italy
Population: 61,855,120

The Sukhoi Su-30
MKI is the mainstay
of the Indian Air
Force. The twin-seat
fighter aircraft is
the best aircraft in
its class and is the
only fighter in the
air force which has
the range and
weapons load to
strike deep into
enemy territory.
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Reaching military age annually: 570,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
320,000/42,000
Aircraft: 785
Tanks: 586
Naval strength: 174

17. Pakistan
Population: 199,085,847
Reaching military age annually: 4,345,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
620,000/515,000
Aircraft: 923
Tanks: 2,924
Naval strength: 74

18. Egypt
Population: 88,487,396
Reaching military age annually: 1,535,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
470,000/80 0,000
Aircraft: 1,133
Tanks: 4,624
Naval strength: 245

19. Poland
Population: 38,562,189
Reaching military age annually: 435,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
120,000/515,000
Aircraft: 461
Tanks: 1,009
Naval strength: 83

20. Thailand
Population: 67,976,405
Reaching military age annually: 1,045,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
310,000/245,000
Aircraft: 551
Tanks: 722
Naval strength: 81

21. Vietnam
Population: 94,348,835
Reaching military age annually: 1,640,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
415,000/5,040,000
Aircraft: 289
Tanks: 1,470
Naval strength: 65

22. Brazil
Population: 204,259,812
Reaching military age annually: 3,410,000

Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
330,000/1,800,000
Aircraft: 735
Tanks: 486
Naval strength: 113

23. Iran
Population: 81,824,270
Reaching military age annually: 1,400,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
545,000/1,800,000
Aircraft: 479
Tanks: 1,658
Naval strength: 397

24. Sweden
Population: 9,801,616
Reaching military age annually: 110,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
14,000/26,000
Aircraft: 228
Tanks: 120
Naval strength: 313

25. Ukraine
Population: 44,429,471
Reaching military age annually: 482,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
160,000/1,000,000
Aircraft: 234
Tanks: 2,809
Naval strength: 25

26. Singapore
Population: 5,674,472
Reaching military age annually: 53,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
72,000/950,0 00
Aircraft: 262
Tanks: 212
Naval strength: 40

27. Algeria
Population: 39,542,166
Reaching military age annually: 675,000
Active frontline personnel/r eserve personnel:
512,000/40 0,000
Aircraft: 451
Tanks: 975
Naval strength: 60

28. Saudi Arabia
Population: 27,752,316
Reaching military age annually: 510,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:

The MiG 29K fighter
aircraft of the Indi -
an Navy provides
the teeth to INS
Vikramaditya air -
craft carrier. This
supersonic fighter
aircraft is replacing
the venerable sub -
sonic Sea Harrier
jump jet.
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235,000/25,000
Aircraft: 722
Tanks: 1,210
Naval strength: 55

29. Czech Republic
Population: 10,644,842
Reaching military age annually: 98,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
21,100/11,000
Aircraft: 114   
Tanks: 123
Naval strength: n/a

30. Switzerland
Population: 8,121,830
Reaching military age annually: 90,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
140,000/77,000
Aircraft: 185
Tanks: 224
Naval strength: n/a

31. Mexico
Population: 121,736,809
Reaching military age annually: 2,175,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
270,000/76,500
Aircraft: 400
Tanks: 0
Naval strength: 143

32. South Africa
Population: 53,675,563
Reaching military age annually: 965,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
89,000/17,100
Aircraft: 212
Tanks: 195
Naval strength: 30

33. Norway
Population: 5,207,689
Reaching military age annually: 65,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
26,500/45,250
Aircraft: 104
Tanks: 52
Naval strength: N.A.

34. Austria
Population: 8,665,550
Reaching military age annually: 95,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
30,000/27,000

Aircraft: 125
Tanks: 56
Naval strength: n/a

35. Malaysia
Population: 30,513,848
Reaching military age annually: 520,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
110,000/296,50 0
Aircraft: 227
Tanks: 74
Naval strength: 61

36. North K orea 
Population: 24,983,205
Reaching military age annually: 415,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
700,000/4,500,000
Aircraft: 944
Tanks: 4,200
Naval strength: 1,061

37. The Netherlands
Population: 16,947,904 
Reaching military age annually: 202,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
50,000/32,20 0 
Aircraft: 164
Tanks: 0
Naval strength: 56

38. Spain 
Population: 48,146,134
Reaching military age annually: 423,000 
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
125,000/16,200 
Aircraft: 540
Tanks: 327
Naval strength: 46

39. Denmark
Population: 5,581,503
Reaching military age annually: 75,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
25,000/63,000
Aircraft: 74 Tanks: 57
Naval strength: 90

40. Philippines
Population: 100,998,376
Reaching military age annually: 2,100,000
Active frontline personnel/reserve personnel:
220,000/430,0 00
Aircraft: 135Tanks: 45
Naval strength: 120  n

Operatives of the
special operations
forces of the Indian
Navy known as the
Marine Commandos
or Marcos, slither
down from a Sea
King helicopter to a
waiting zodiac boat.
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T
HE TOWN is full of old w orld charm and
holds ling ering echoes of the Raj.    Houses
that man y Britishers and w ealthy Indians,

Opting t o live in the t own, built ear ly last centur y,
maint ained these for their summer's s tay. Indians
in the t own, with a f ew exceptions, f ormed the
service class. The elites included the cream of Indi -
an Society. It had very marginal ef fect on the
lif esty les of it s service population. Ev en entr y of
the local people t o the Mall w as restrict ed.                  

Partition ca used tension; people of Dalhousie
had participat ed in the fr eedom strugg le with
patrio tism. Till independence Dalhousie's popula -
tion w as always on the move. Dalhousie had never
existed for it self, it had b een built f or others t o vis-
it and enjo y. It was later that people came with a
view of settling do wn. In 1959, Dalhousie w as the
first Indian home f or many of the feeling Tibetan
community whic h is still vibr ant in the t own. For a
long spell Dalhousie had s tarted giving a deserted
look , when people started calling it a 'dull' and
'lousy' place. In 1980s a 'Canadians Settlement'
came up during the Cons truction of Chamera
Hydr o Electric Project.

Time is a continuum. Mankind has ent ered
int o a new millennium with the end of 20th cen -
tur y. Dalhousie has left behind it's 1 50th Year of

existence. The township is g oing thr ough a rapid
change. The tallest (108 feet) Tricolor in the s tate,
installed on the pr emises of Dalhousie Public
School (DPS), headed by Captain (Dr) G.S. Dhillon,
an eminent sc holar fr om Harvard University , USA
on October 19 last year, has now become an added
attr action t o touris ts. The first Defence Park was
also launched here with hug e model of a naval
warship name d after Sardar Madan Singh , the
naval officer who le d the his toric Royal Indian
Naval Mutin y of 1946 that has tened the end of
British colonial rule in the countr y.

With an influence of the cultur e of the coun -
tr y folk , multicultur al people inherit the place.
Hindus, Sikhs, Christians, Buddhis ts, Muslims, Jains
all li ve in peace and harmon y and with a sense of
belongingness. A friendl y and cordial atmospher e
prevails amongst the Paharis, Gaddies, Gujjars,
Dogries, Dogras, Punjabis, Kashmiris and Tibetans
and all. The int eraction has resulted in long-t erm
bonds. It seems Devine hand is discernible an y-
wher e in this b eautiful land. Right eous living, fol-
lowing mor al, ethical and spiritual v alues is
engrained in this socie ty. There is consciousness
for honesty and cleanliness. People seek spiritual
sustenance from gurus, who ha ve ripened thr ough
medit ative practices, in the me dit ation cent ers
spread over the t own. The place has a certain
charm and a placid ambience, one ma y not f ind
elsewher e. Here is a gentle casual atmospher e.
People love the charms of this quiet, gentle t own.
Each villag e in the vicinity has a ric h cultur e, cus-
toms and legends. The polit eness and hospitality
of the villag ers is pleasing.

Dalhousie is a cosmopolit an town. Brit s, Bel-
gians, Tibetans, besides the school boar ders from
dif ferent corners of the w orld grace the place.
There is an admixtur e of the races and the ethnic
groups, with a smoo th blend of cast, creed and
religion. 

Language is a mix of Hindus tani, Pahari, Dogri,
Bhattiy ali, Chambyali, Punjabi and English, Tibetan
and dilect s apart. Language is not a barrier either .
Rice wheat and maize is the s taple food.

It is an eco- friendl y township with vir tues of

Dalhousie and its People
Dalhousie (Himachal Pradesh) had become a full -fledged Hill Station by 1860s. Rajput rulers of

erstwhile Chamba State also built Jandhrighat Place as their summer home. A recent proposal to

rename it after Neta Ji Subash Chander Bose was shelved by the union government.

By Chander P
Maha jan
Freelance journalist and an Art
critic. 
Email: mahajancp@yahoo.com 
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hill ar chit ecture. There is a judicious mix of low
and middle rise buildings, with slanting r oof struc -
tur es, merging with the en vir ons. There are eco
parks and green areas, besides a big wild lif e sanc-
tuar y at Kalatope. Silver oaks, Devdars, Pines and
rhododendr ons grow in abundance. Dif ferent vari-
ety of ferns, ivies and foliage, wild flo wers, rare
and exotic species, whic h were planted during the
British period, add t o the flor a. People are nature
conservationis ts. 

The graceful citizenr y of Dalhousie has carved
a quality lif e sty le. The luxur y of space, the open-
ness, fresh air and the sunlight at that height f eels
just great. Some residential es tates are sprawled in
areas as big as 20 acres. Multile vel lawns are a
natur e's gift. Some old apple tr ees still b ear fruit.
Ornament al shrubs and creepers are planted to
merge with the wild landscape. Indoor po tt ed
plant s and fresh flower arrangement s enhance the
beauty of the stone and paneled wood int eriors.
Public flo wer shows are organised in the season.
People love gardening, dahlias, hydrangeas,
marig old, chrysanthemums, lilies; sunflo wers etc.
adore the terraced hanging gardens. Begonias are a
collect or's pride. Somewher e there is a fence to
protect the garden from the menace of monk eys

and tr ess passers; but amazingly, flower lovers
grow flo wers in bench formations e ven by the
road sides.

The Army and the Air f orce often host goodwill
feasts for the ci vilians, mor e so on festi vals and
national functions.  'Dalhousie club' is ano ther hub
of social activity on special occasions.

The mainstay is the Education and Tourism
that has of late revived the sagging economy of
the t own. There are the schools of high standards.
Bright f aculty , adorned by the Harv ard alumni, has
height ened the status of this ancient e ducation
center of the North. Some excellent ho tels, many
of whic h have been converted from farmer r esi-
dences, the classic restaurants and the banquet
halls, add to the glamour of the resort. Dhabas
serve a fresh and tasty f ood. Modest beginnings
and years of strugg le have brought ultimat e 
success. 

The pace of lif e helps one map out the futur e.
With an am ple of leisur e time at hand, some peo -
ple laze around, sleeping and da ydreaming; mee t-
ing friends, c hatting and cr eating news through
the grapevine. Perhaps, the town has the densest
netw ork of the mobiles f or it s population.  Almos t
everybody kno ws everybody and the mail r eaches
one just on name lik e in a villag e. Besides people's
collections of books and music at homes, ther e are
the libr aries and the cyb er cafes. One has the com-
pany of old people and muc h younger, bursting
with ener gy and zest of lif e. There is a galaxy of
journalis ts and a crowd of politicians t aking fulles t
advantage of the w ell turne d out democr atic envi-
ronment of the place. 

Rabinder N ath Tagore,who wr ote his first
poem her e, was the first to speak of cultur e specif-
ic modernism and use d sty le as narrative device.
Many an artist of Dalhousie has won name and
fame and inspir ed amateurs to be driven by the
continuity of imagination. W e have painters,
sculptors, poets and writ ers here. People of Dal-
housie are indeed a creative society.  n

Dalhousie is a cos -
mopolitan town.
Brits, Belgians,
Tibetans, besides
the school boarders
from different cor -
ners of the world
grace the place.
There is an admix -
ture of the races
and the ethnic
groups, with a
smooth blend of
cast, creed and 
religion.
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W
ORLD Health Day was organised jointl y
by ufuna and ifuna in odisha at
dhenkanal under the pr esidentiship of

President Manoranjan Pattnaik adv ocate .it w as
attented by persons fr om all w alks of lif e. Doctor
Jyotish Chandr a Mahapatra attented the pr o-
gramme as chief guest. he told in his speech that

2016 is celebrated as eradication of diabetics
from the w orld by the UN on this occasion 
engineer Akhya Satpath y, CBIJudge Bhikari Cha-
rana Rout, Prof. Dilip Nanda, Prof. Puspalata
Ratha, Poet Bahadur Patsani and joint scer etary
of UFUNA Soumya Ranjan Pattnaik also spok e on
this occasion. n

n Left to Right: Engineer A.k. Sat Pathy CBI Judge B.C. Rout Doctor Jyotish Chandra Mohapatra  Manoranjan Pattnaik (President UFUNA)
Prof. Dilip Nanda and Poet. Bahadur Patsani

n WORLD HERITAGE DAY
WAS CELEBRATED AT
BHUBNESHWAR BY UFUNA 
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n l to r.  top-Lion Vice  Distt.
Governor II Ms. Veena Gupta,
Distt. Governor Dr. Vinod
Kumar Singh, Vice Distt.
Governor Anupam Singhania,
Bottom - Past Distt.
Governors: Prasoon Jaiswal, 
P. M. Parvatiyar (Executive
Chairman , Bihar-Jharkhand
UNA) ,Ashok Kumar, Dr.
Raman Kumar, Praveen
Chandra Sharma , D.B. Gupta
and D.C. Sancheti.

On the occasion of Earth Day, Unit ed Nations Association,
Bihar & Jharkhand with LIONS Club of Patna did tr ee
plant ation at Patliputr a Colony, Patna.. : Kumar Manish
Advocate and  Secretary General, Bihar-Jharkhand UNA  is seen
3rd from right. Ms. Chandana Sahay,Treasurer is seen 2nd from
lef t; Raj Kumar Sahay, Advocate, President Lions Club of Patna
is seen in the extr eme lef t.  

Bihar-Jharkhand UN Association
World Health Day

With Lion Clubs Members of Bihar


