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135 Nations

Perform Yoga at United Nations
Guinness World record created

PM Modi leads
Yoga Day celebrations at UN




Indian Tri-Services Contingent Participated

In Bastille Day Parade In France

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday14th july joined President Emmanuel Macron for the Bastille Day parade as part of the
French National Day celebrations as the Guest of Honour. The French National Day, or Bastille Day, occupies a special place in the
French consciousness as it commemorates the storming of the Bastille prison during the French Revolution in 1789.

A 269-member Indian tri-services contingent participated in the parade and tuned: "Sare Jahan Se Achha Hindustan Hamara"

France and India also announced the following new initiatives

and agreements: On partnership for security and sovereignty

1. Defence: Continuation of the cooperation
on fighter jets and submarines.

2. Space: The scientific and commercial part-
nership is being enhanced through several
agreements between France's CNES and ISRO.

3. Civil nuclear energy: France and India
have decided to launch a cooperation pro-
gramme on small modular reactors (SMRs) and
advanced modular reactors (AMRs).

4. Indo-Pacific: adoption of a roadmap
enabling joint financing of sustainable develop-
ment projects in countries of the Indo-Pacific
region.

5. Counter-terrorism: Strengthening of
cooperation between France's GIGN and India's
National Security Guard.

6. Critical technology: strengthening of
cooperation on cutting-edge digital technology
Announcement of an agreement between Atos
and the Ministry of Earth Sciences of India for
the supply of supercomputers worth over 920

crore INR (100 million euros).

7. Civil aviation: signing of technical and
safety agreements in the field of civil aviation,.

8. Plastic pollution: Commitment of France
and India for the adoption of an international
treaty to put an end to plastic pollution

9. Health: signing of a Letter of Intent on
health and medicine.

10. Blue economy: launch of a partnership
between l'institut francais de recherche pour
exploitation de la mer and India's National Insti-
tute of Ocean Technology (NIOT) on ocean
research’

11. Financing the ecological transition:
announcement of 923 crore INR (100 million
euros) in financing from the French Develop-
ment Agency for the second phase of India's flag-
ship sustainable cities programme "

12. Decarbonized hydrogen: announcement
of a partnership between McPhy and L&T on
manufacturing electrolyzers in India,

13. Student mobility: New target of wel-
coming 30,000 Indian students in France by
2030, issuance of a 5-year short-stay Schengen
visa for Indian students.

14. Diplomatic and consular network:
Announcement of the opening of a Consulate
General of India in Marseille and a Bureau de
France in Hyderabad.

15. Culture: France's selection as India's
partner for the establishment of a major new
National Museum in New Delhi.

16. Research: France and India will increase
funding of the Indo-French Centre for the Promo-
tion of Advanced Research in order to fund new
projects together.

17. Sports: signing of a Letter of Intent to
structure cooperation in this field, particularly in
view of major upcoming sporting events.

18. Civil society: Objective of doubling the
number of solidarity and civic service interna-
tional volunteers in India and France by 2025.
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Chinese leader xi jinping hailed 100 year old henry kissinger as
an "old friend" during a meeting with the former us secretary
of state who was in a surprise visit to beijing , july 2023.xi met
kissinger at the diaoyutai state guesthouse, a diplomatic
complex in beijing where kissinger was received during his first
visit to china in july1971.that time his secret meetings with
chinese leaders paved the way for then us president richard
nixon's "ice-breaking" trip to china the following year.
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ith its closest ally Russia deeply involved in
Ukraine war and strained relations with its
neighboring countries, Xi Jinping of China has
realized that its economy is in danger. Rather the days are
not far that China will feel isolated in this world of togeth-
erness for global development. As such he seems to have
decided to look towards United States, the largest econo-
my of the world. In recent years the relationship between
these two countries' has deteriorated markedly. "China
and the United States are once again at the crossroads of
where to go, and the two sides need to make a choice
again. "Perhaps with this in mind Xi wants to avail the
good office and services of veteran diplomat, the former
secretary of state, Henry Kissinger. It was Kissinger, who
had played a crucial role in helping China emerge from
diplomatic isolation in the 1970s.

Recently in 3rd week of July 2023, 100 year old Kissinger
landed in China secretly and gave a surprise to many as he
had done in 1970 as U.S.Secretary of State.

However a U.S. State Department spokesman said that
they were aware of Me Kissinger's trip and "would not be
surprised” if he decided to brief them upon his return. But
they also stressed he was there "under his own volition"
and not acting on behalf of the US government. As a pri-
vate citizen, Mr Kissinger can be more frank in his discus-
sions with Mr Xi and other officials, affording him more
leeway in presenting US concerns and demands.

Though the US has stressed he is visiting in his capacity
as a private citizen, Chinese president Xi Jinping has given
a warm welcome to former top diplomat Henry Kissinger,
as the US pursues closer ties with China.

Xi is reported to have said, urging Kissinger and like-
minded Americans to "continue to play a constructive role
in bringing China-US relations back to the right track.”
Kissinger was also quoted as saying, "The US-China rela-
tionship is of vital importance to the peace and prosperity
of both countries and the world," vowing to make efforts
to enhance mutual understanding between the two sides.

"The message is very clear:
Xi Jinping wants to meet with the pro-China
people, who are willing to speak out for China,”

-A US.MEDIA COMMENTED
— Pran Mohan Parvatiyar
pmparvatiyar@gmail.com
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UNANIMOUSLY ELECTED VICE CHAIRMAN OF

The World Federation of United Nations
Associations (WFUNA), New York

India, the United Nations Associ-

ations of the United States of
America, as well as China, came
together in support of an Indian
candidate for the post of Vice
Chairman of the World Federation
of United Nations Associations
(WFUNA), a global UN advocacy
body headquartered at the United
Nations premises in New York.

The Indian candidate, Suresh
Srivastava, a senior advocate and
Secretary General of the Indian
Federation of United Nations
Associations (IFUNA - an affiliate
body of WFUNA), got unanimously
elected as vice chairman of the
world body at its executive
committee meeting held on June 15,
2023, WFUNA announced in New
York on June 15, 2023. In an email to
him, Hu Wenli, Director-General of
UNA-China, wrote, "I'm writing to
assure our endorsement for you as
vice-chairman of ExCo, which we
have communicated to the acting
Secretary-General. I look forward to
further cooperation with you and
between our UNAs".

The Executive Committee is
responsible  for the overall
governance and strategic direction
of WFUNA, a global non-profit
organization that supports and
promotes the work of the United
Nations and its goals of peace and
development.

As the new vice chairman of
WFUNA, Suresh Srivastava will play
a key role in shaping the
organization's policies and

IN A unique achievement for

SURESH SRIVASTAVA
Secretary General, IFUNA

The Indian candidate, Suresh

Srivastava, a senior advocate and

Secretary General of the Indian

Federation of United Nations
Associations (IFUNA - an affiliate
body of WFUNA), got unanimously

elected as vice chairman of the
world body at its executive
committee meeting held on June
15, 2023, WFUNA announced in
New York on June 15, 2023.

priorities, as well as helping to
advance its mission around the
world.

In his statement, Srivastava
expressed his gratitude for the
opportunity and said: "I am
honored and humbled to be
unanimously elected as the Vice
Chairman of WFUNA. This is a
tremendous opportunity for me to
contribute to the important work of
advancing the United Nations' goals
of peace and development, and to
work alongside some of the most
dedicated and passionate people in
the world."

Srivastava brings a wealth of
experience and expertise in the
field of international relations and
diplomacy to this role. He has been
actively involved in promoting the
work of the United Nations and its
agencies for over two decades and
has played a key role in advancing
IFUNA's mission of strengthening
India's engagement with the United
Nations and promoting global peace
and development. Under his
leadership, IFUNA has grown
significantly in size and scope and
has become a leading voice for the
UN in India and beyond. Srivastava
has also been actively involved in
the work of WFUNA for many years
and has served on its Executive
Committee.

His unanimous election as vice
chairman of WFUNA highlights the
important role of IFUNA and India in
advancing the work of the United
Nations and promoting peace and
development worldwide.
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Observed bf

Pragjyotish College'
In collaboration with
Indian Federation of United Nations Asso%uns
Date: 5t June, 2023 i

Venue- Conference Hall, Pragjyotish College
Time- 12:30 PM |

WORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY -2023

World Environment day was observed at Pragjyotish college on 5th June,2023.
Mr. Tanuj Goswami, IAS, State Resource person of Ministry of Corporate affairs
(Govt. of India) , Dr. Nitul Gogoi, IPS, IGP - Assam , Dr. Manoj Mahanta Principal of
Pragjyotish college, Dr. Aswini Sarma - Secretary-General of UNA- Assam were
present along with students & faculties of the college.
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OpbisHA UNA

[FUNA WITH UTKAL UNA

Observed World Population Day
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and Utkal Federation of United Nations Associa-

tion jointly celebrated World Population Day in
Odisha on 11th July 2023 in Hotel Debakanya. It was
presided over by Advocate Manoranjan Pattnaik,
Vice President of [FUNA. Chief Guest Former Central
Minister Sri Bhajman Behera speaking on the occa-
sion emphasized that it is necessary to control pop-
ulation irrespective of caste and religion otherwise
the people will remain hungry in the world. Sri
Bhikari Charan Rout, former judge, said that now
India has crossed the population more than that of
China. Former Posco Judge Ratikant Mohapatra
expressing his view said that people of Finland are

IND[AN Federation of United Nations Associations
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having first position in the list of happiest people in
the world due to controlled population. All these
speakers focused on various measures to be taken to
control this rapid population growth. Principle of
two children in one family should be followed. UFU-
NA Secretary General, Dr. Dipayan Pattnaik wel-
comed the guests. General Secretary Poet Bahadur
Patsani proposed a vote of thanks. Among others
Upendra Rout, Dr.Pramod Naik, Smt. Sukanti Sahoo,
Prof. Dillip Nanda, Smitarani Samal, Socialist Leader
Saroj Satpathy, Pediatric Specialist Sevaranjan Bisw-
al, Dr. Tushar Kant Naik, Pitabasa Sahoo, Er. Abinash
Das participated in the meeting. The program was
attended by various sections of the society.
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Darrin Farrant

JOINS AS DIRECTOR
UNITED NATIONS INFORMATION CENTRE IN NEW DELHI

NITED Nations Secretary-General
UAnt()nio Guterres has appointed

Darrin Farrant of Australia as Director
of the United Nations Information Centre in
New Delhi. He has assumed his new duties
on 27 May 2023.

A field office of the United Nations
Department of Global Communications, the
United Nations Information Centre in New
Delhi provides services to India and Bhutan.

Mr. Farrant has 30 years of experience in
public information and communications,
including 19 years with the United Nations.

From 2012 to 2022, he was Special Assistant
to the Under-Secretary-General for Global
Communications. Later, he served
temporarily as the Acting Chief of Office in
the Office of the Under-Secretary-General for
Global Communications.

Mr. Farrant's other United Nations
assignments include being a
speechwriter in the Executive Office of
the Secretary-General, an editor with the
United Nations News Centre and Head of
Communications for the Secretary-
General's panel on the referendums that

led to the independence of South Sudan.
In addition, he has extensive experience

in crisis communications, campaign
development and strategic planning and
coordination.

Prior to joining the United Nations,
Mr. Farrant was a journalist, reporter and
editor for news outlets in Australia and
the United Kingdom, including The Age of
Melbourne and The Times of London.

Mr. Farrant holds bachelor's degrees
in law and arts from the University of
Melbourne.
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SPOTLIGHT

MUSING

IFUNA Fostering Dialogue
through Track-II Diplomacy

B SURESH SRIVASTAVA
Vice-Chairman
WFUNA, New York, Geneva

ENRY Kissinger's recent visit
to China in July 2023 opened
new avenues for Track-II
Diplomacy between USA and
China at a time when the rela-
tions between both are going nose-down.
This reminds of Henry Kissinger's visit to
China in September 1970 which culminated
in helping China to emerge from diplomatic
isolation in the 1970. Though, the primary
reason of initiative by Mr. Richard Nixon
then President of the USA to wean away

China from Russia as the relations between
the two communist countries have already
begun adversarial and to contain a poten-
tial nuclear threat. Track-II Diplomacy has
played a major role in world politics and
has averted many catastrophic situations in
the world.

Track 2 diplomacy, also known as unof-
ficial, informal, or citizen diplomacy, plays
a crucial role in international relations by
providing a platform for dialogue and coop-
eration that may not be possible through
official diplomatic channels or Track 1
diplomacy. Track 2 diplomacy involves non-
state actors such as academics, business-
people, retired government officials, and

IFUNA’s goodwill delegation in China
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civil society leaders in unofficial, informal dis-
cussions to resolve conflicts or build under-
standing between nations.

Being unofficial and informal, Track 2
diplomacy offers more flexibility than tradi-
tional diplomacy. Participants can freely dis-
cuss sensitive issues without the constraints
and formalities of official diplomatic protocols.
This flexibility can lead to more open and cre-
ative problem-solving discussions.

Civil society plays a critical role in track-2
diplomacy. Civil society refers to individuals
and organizations outside of government and
the private sector that work to promote the
public good, such as non-governmental organ-
izations (NGOs), community groups, religious
organizations, and labour unions. Building
trust and relationships: Civil society actors can
help to build trust and relationships between
individuals and groups in different countries.
They can act as informal ambassadors, promot-
ing understanding and cooperation between
nations.

Civil society actors can help to facilitate
people-to-people exchanges, such as cultural
visits, educational exchanges, and humanitari-
an aid. These exchanges can help to promote
mutual understanding and respect between
nations.

Overall, civil society plays a critical role in
track-2 diplomacy by providing expertise,
building relationships, advocating for change,
and fostering people-to-people exchanges. By
working together with government officials
and other non-state actors, civil society can
help to promote peace, stability, and coopera-
tion in the world.

In track-2 diplomacy, civil society actors can
play several important roles: There have been
several successful track-2 diplomacy efforts
involving civil society in recent years. IFUNA has
played an important role in Track-II Diplomacy
and was successful in averting standoff with Chi-
nese army as the things have hot-up so much at
Wang Dong which is an Indian Territory claimed
by China as its own. The Indian Troops were face
to face with Chinese army at Wang Dong on the
border of India and were face to face with the
Chinese army only a dozen meters away from
each other. It was a very dangerous situation. The
Chinese Vice-Foreign Minister Mr. Liu Shuqing
told that The troops must withdraw, otherwise

Mr. R. N. Mirdha, Mr. L. K. Gujral, Ms. Pera Wells, Mr. Suresh Srivastava
and Mr. Sitaram Sharma

some serious problems will arise at Beijing.

The Vice-Foreign Minister who was also to
lead the Chinese team at the Sino-Indian border
talks, spoke freely in squarely blaming the Indian
side for not taking sufficient initiatives to solve
the border dispute. The Indian side has claimed
that Wang Dong is their territory. Although China
does not recognize the McMohan Line and as per
statement of Mr. Liu, Wang Dong falls within Chi-
nese territory. A senior diplomat at the Indian
Embassy in Beijing later rejected the claim, say-
ing “we have been at Wang Dong for years
together. There is no trespass. We are in our ter-
ritory.”

IFUNA is having bi-lateral exchange of good-
will delegation with UNA China every alternative
year and it so happened in the year 1987 IFUNA
delegation was in China on the invitation of UNA
China and Mr. Sitaram Sharma was part of the
delegation. As customary IFUNA delegation was
having a scheduled meeting with the Vice-For-
eign Minister Mr. Liu Shuqing. A day before a
morning Mr. Sharma was called in Lobby of the
Hotel and to his surprise Mr. Shivshankar Menon
from the Indian Embassy was in the Lobby to
meet Mr. Sitaram Sharma. He asked Mr. Sharma
to come out of the hotel while talking in the lob-
by was not safe enough from a secrecy point of
view.

Mr. Menon a highly accomplished diplomat took
Mr. Sharma in a park and came to the point
state-away. He was aware that IFUNA delegation

CIVIL SOCIETY
ACTORS CAN HELP
TO FACILITATE PEO-
PLE-TO-PEOPLE
EXCHANGES, SUCH
AS CULTURAL VIS-
ITS, EDUCATIONAL
EXCHANGES, AND
HUMANITARIAN
AID. THESE
EXCHANGES CAN
HELP TO PROMOTE
MUTUAL UNDER-
STANDING AND
RESPECT BETWEEN
NATIONS
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AFTER THIS, MR. SHAR-
MA ASKED MR. LIU
WHEN HE IS VISITING
INDIA AND MR. LIU
STATED THAT “NOW
IT'S QUITE HOT IN DEL-
HI, LET THE WEATHER
COOL DOWN”. MR.
SHARMA STATED THAT,
I HOPE IT’S NOT POLITI-
CAL WARM WEATHER
OTHERWISE, DELHI IS
COOL NOW AND ON
THIS MR. LIU, LAUGHED
AND STATED THAT “WE
WILL MEET SOON

IN DELHI”

is meeting Vice Foreign Minister Mr. Liu Shuqing
who will be leading the delegation of talk on bor-
der with India and entrusted three responsibilities
to Mr. Sharma while talking to the Vice Foreign
Minister. Firstly, He asked him to convey to the
Government of China that India is not interested
in aggravating border dispute and assure the
Government of China, India’s sincere desire for a
talk. Secondly, he asked him to weigh how much
China is serious about the border dispute and upto
what extent the Government of China can go.
Thirdly, to inquire why the delegation of China is
delaying visit to India for border talk.

The delegation of IFUNA met Vice-Foreign
Minister Mr. Liu Shuqing at the scheduled time
and was received very warmly by the mandarins
of China. After exchange of greetings the meeting
started and Mr. Sharma was able to agitate the
Vice-Foreign Minister on the Indo-China border

.I 2 PEOPLE AND UN | JULY 2023

issue and Mr. Liu blamed and warned India for
tension at the border of Wang Dong where both
country’s Army were face to face. Mr. Sitaram
Sharma, himself an accomplished journalist,
asked to clarify his warning and Mr. Liu stated
that “China does not want war with India”. After
this, Mr. Sharma asked Mr. Liu when he is visiting
India and Mr. Liu stated that “now it's quite hot in
Delhi, let the weather cool down”. Mr. Sharma
stated that, I hope it’s not political warm weather
otherwise, Delhi is cool now and on this Mr. Liu,
laughed and stated that “we will meet soon in
Delhi”. That was a clear indication that China was
not interested in escalating tension on the border.
This paved the way for the Government of India to
give clear instructions to the Indian Army not to
create any situation which may led to firing on
the border. Thus, a war between two nations was
avoided by the Track-II Diplomacy by IFUNA and



Mr. Shiv Shankar Menon who was later on elevated
to the post of National Security Advisor profusely
thanked IFUNA and Mr. Sharma for their role in
bringing peace at the border.

IFUNA also played an important role in 1971
when India was at war with east Pakistan now
Bangladesh. The First Cabinet of Government of
Bangladesh took oath on 17 April 1971 in the town
of Mujibnagar. The government was headquartered
in Kolkata, in exile, the capital of the Indian state of
West Bengal. It attracted many defectors from the
Pakistani civil and military services and many lead-
ing intellectuals and cultural figures from East Pak-
istan. Then Secretary General of IFUNA Late Mr.
S.D. Pandey attended the first meeting of the Cabi-
net of Government of Bangladesh in Exile as repre-
sentative of People of India because till then the
Treaties of surrender was not signed by Pakistan
Army, which was signed on 16th December 1971.
This paved way for creation of Bangladesh and Mr.
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman who was sworn as Presi-
dent of Bangladesh later on invited delegation of
IFUNA and profusely thanked IFUNA for its support.
Since then, IFUNA is having a very cordial relation
with UNA Bangladesh and both UNAs are cooperat-
ing each other in the world forum of WFUNA. A del-
egation of IFUNA later on visited Bangladesh on the

Track-II diplomates of WFUNA in Beijing, China

invitation of UNA Bangladesh in December 2004.
The delegation of IFUNA was very warmly received
by UNA Bangladesh, high officials of Bangladesh
and Hon’ble Foreign Minister Mr. Morshed Khan in
the cabinet of Hon’ble Prime Minister Madam
Sheikh Hasina. The delegation was headed by Late
Shri Ram Niwas Mirdha, Former Union Minister,
Government of India and President of IFUNA, Mr.
Suresh Srivastava, Secretary General-IFUNA, Mr.
P.C. Sinha, Minister in the Government of West Ben-
gal and then Chairman West Bengal UN Associa-
tion, Mr. Bharat Babbar and Mr. A.K. Bose. The del-
egation had many fruitful meetings with the sever-
al Ministers of the Government of Bangladesh. The
delegation also visited Kali Bari in Dhaka and sur-
prised to see Kali Bari Temple full of devotees how-
ever, we found Gurudwara in Dhaka closed in the
evening as we were informed that there is always
lurking fear of attack in the night by miscreants or
fundamentalist but the Government of Bangladesh
was very firmly protecting minorities in
Bangladesh.

Similarly, there are many examples of success
of Track-II Diplomacy by Civil Society.

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The Parents Cir-
cle-Families Forum is a grassroots organization
made up of more than 600 Israeli and Palestinian

IFUNA ALSO PLAYED
AN IMPORTANT ROLE
IN 1971 WHEN INDIA
WAS AT WAR WITH
EAST PAKISTAN NOW
BANGLADESH. THE
FIRST CABINET OF
GOVERNMENT OF
BANGLADESH TOOK
OATH ON 17 APRIL 1971
IN THE TOWN OF
MUJIBNAGAR. THE
GOVERNMENT WAS
HEADQUARTERED IN
KOLKATA, IN EXILE,
THE CAPITAL OF THE
INDIAN STATE OF
WEST BENGAL
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Late Shri RN. Mirdha, President of IFUNA and Honorary President WFUNA delivering
lecture on unilateralism vs multilateralism

IN THE YEARS LEAD-
ING UP TO THE
AGREEMENT, A

GROUP OF FORMER
DIPLOMATS AND

EXPERTS FROM THE

UNITED STATES AND

IRAN HELD A SERIES

OF INFORMAL TALKS

IN OMAN, WHICH
HELPED TO LAY THE
GROUNDWORK FOR

THE OFFICIAL
NEGOTIATIONS
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families who have lost loved ones in
the conflict. The organization works to
promote reconciliation and dialogue
between Israelis and Palestinians
through a variety of programs, includ-
ing joint memorial ceremonies, youth
camps, and dialogue groups. Their
efforts have helped to build trust and
understanding between the two sides
and have contributed to a more peace-
ful and stable region.

Myanmar: The Women's League of
Burma is a coalition of 13 women-led
organizations that work to promote
women's rights and democracy in
Myanmar. The organization has played
a key role in track-2 diplomacy efforts
to promote peace and reconciliation in
the country, including through the
Women's Peace Network, which brings
together women from different ethnic
and religious backgrounds to work
towards a peaceful solution to the con-
flict.

North Korea: The East-West Centre
is a non-profit organization based in
Hawaii that promotes dialogue and
understanding between the United
States and Asia. The organization has
facilitated several track-2 diplomacy

efforts involving North Korea, includ-
ing the 2019 "Hawaii Talks" between
North Korean officials and American
experts. The talks focused on issues
related to denuclearization, human
rights, and economic development,
and helped to build trust and under-
standing between the two sides.

Climate Change: The Climate
Action Network (CAN) is a global net-
work of more than 1,500 NGOs that
work to promote action on climate
change. CAN has played a key role in
track-2 diplomacy efforts to promote
international cooperation on climate
change, including through the annual
United Nations climate conferences.
The organization has helped to bring
together governments, civil society,
and the private sector to work towards
a more sustainable future. The Paris
Agreement, which was negotiated in
2015 and aims to combat climate
change, was the result of a combina-
tion of official and track-2 diplomacy.
In the years leading up to the agree-
ment, a group of experts and civil soci-
ety representatives from around the
world held a series of informal talks
and negotiations that helped to build
consensus and momentum for the offi-
cial negotiations that took place in
Paris.

Iran Nuclear Deal: The Iran
Nuclear Deal, also known as the Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA),
was negotiated through a combination
of official and track-2 diplomacy. In the
years leading up to the agreement, a
group of former diplomats and experts
from the United States and Iran held a
series of informal talks in Oman, which
helped to lay the groundwork for the
official negotiations.

Israeli-Palestinian Conflict: The
Oslo Accords of 1993, which laid the
foundation for the Israeli-Palestinian
peace process, were the result of a
series of secret negotiations between
Israeli and Palestinian officials that
were facilitated by a group of Norwe-
gian diplomats. This track-2 diplomacy



L to R - Ms. Kathryn White-UNA Canada, Mr. Suresh Srivastava-UNA India, Ms. Kari Solholm-UNA Norway, Ms. Zhang - UNA China, Ms.

Rena Shashua-Hasson (with her husband)-UNA Israel and Mr. Kwang Boon Lee — UNA Singapore - Track-II diplomates of WFUNA

effort helped to build trust between the two
sides and paved the way for the official negotia-
tions that followed.

Korean Peninsula: Track-2 diplomacy has
played a significant role in efforts to reduce ten-
sions on the Korean Peninsula and promote
peace and reconciliation between North and
South Korea. For example, in 2018, a group of
South Korean officials and experts held a series
of informal talks with North Korean officials in
the lead-up to the historic summit between
North Korean leader Kim Jong-un and South
Korean President Moon Jae-in.

These are just a few examples of successful
track-2 diplomacy efforts in recent years. There
are many other examples of non-governmental
actors playing a constructive role in facilitating
dialogue and negotiation between countries
and contributing to global peace and stability.

The two examples of China and Bangladesh
are testimony to the work done by IFUNA in the
field of Track - II diplomacy. The then Prime
Minister Mrs. Indira Gandhi was very fond of
IFUNA and complimented members of IFUNA
for their support. Similarly, in 1987 then Prime
Minister Late Shri Rajiv Gandhi also appreciated
the work done by IFUNA in averting stand-off
between India and China.

In conclusion, Track 2 diplomacy plays a
complementary role to official diplomacy. It
can offer unique advantages in promoting
peace, understanding, and cooperation
between nations. IFUNA as a Non-Governmen-
tal organization contributed in implementa-
tion of MDGs and SDGs of the United Nations
in India apart from contributing in Track-II
Diplomacy for the people, by the people and of
the people of India.

THE TWO EXAMPLES
OF CHINA AND
BANGLADESH ARE TES-
TIMONY TO THE WORK
DONE BY IFUNA IN THE
FIELD OF TRACK - 1I
DIPLOMACY. THE THEN
PRIME MINISTER MRS.
INDIRA GANDHI WAS
VERY FOND OF IFUNA
AND COMPLIMENTED
MEMBERS OF IFUNA
FOR THEIR SUPPORT
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P. M. MODI VISIT TO WASHINGTON

Us -India Signed

Significant Agreement

Several Concrete Gains For India

THERE WERE
SEVERAL CON-
CRETE GAINS FOR
INDIA. IT REITER-
ATED US RECOGNI-
TION OF INDIA AS
AN IMPORTANT
GLOBAL POWER
THAT IT SEEKS TO
DEEPEN RELA-
TIONS WITH.

Prime Minister Modi Address To The Joint Sitting Of The Us Congress On June 23,2023

RIME MINISTER Modi's address to
the US Congress was one of several
significant public addresses he
made during the Official State Visit
to the US from June 21-23. It was
noteworthy in that he became among the very
few global leaders who have been invited to
the US Congress more than once, reflecting
the broad bipartisan support in the US for the
India relationship.

The Prime Minister used the opportunity
to give his assessment of the US relationship,
describing it, inter alia, as having "met the test
of friendship", or that "it is a defining partner-
ship of the century”.

Prime Minister Namenda Modi during his
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state visit to Washington had the following
significant agreement with USA, and generat-
ed a closer friendship between US and Indian
democracies.

There were several concrete gains for
India. It reiterated US recognition of India as
an important global power that it seeks to
deepen relations with. There was decision on
an unprecedented transfer of GE F414 jet
engine technology and co-production in India.

THE STRATEGIC AGREEMENT :

1. A TECHNOLOGY PARTNERSHIP FOR THE
FUTURE:

B Strengthening Semiconductor Sup-
ply Chains: Micron Technology, Inc. - with
support from the India Semiconductor Mis-
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sion - will invest more than $800 million
toward a new $2.75 billion semiconductor
assembly and test facility in India. Applied
Materials has announced it will build a Semi-
conductor Centre for Commercialization and
Innovation in India to further strengthen our
nations' semiconductor supply chain diversi-
fication. And, Lam Research will train 60,000
Indian engineers through its "Semiverse
Solution" to accelerate India's semiconductor
education and workforce development goals.
The U.S. Semiconductor Industry Association
and India Electronics Semiconductor Associa-
tion released an interim readiness assess-
ment to identify near-term industry opportu-
nities and facilitate the long-term strategic
development of complementary semicon-
ductor ecosystems.

B (Critical Minerals Partnership: The
United States welcomes India as the newest
partner of the Minerals Security Partnership
(MSP), established to accelerate the develop-
ment of diverse and sustainable critical ener-
gy minerals supply chains globally through
targeted financial and diplomatic support of
strategic projects along the value chain.
India will join 12 other partner countries,
plus the European Union, in advancing our
common objectives of diversifying and secur-
ing our critical mineral supply chains. The
MSP was started in June 2022 with the
expressed goals of exchanging information
on critical mineral sector opportunities to
enable diversified private sector investment
and catalyze public sector financing, while
adhering to high environmental, social, and
governance standards to advance sustainable
economic development opportunities.
India’'s Epsilon Carbon Limited will be invest-
ing $650 million in a greenfield electric vehi-
cle battery component factory, hiring over
500 employees over the course of five years.
When approved, this synthetic graphite
anode processing facility will be the largest
Indian investment in the U.S. electric vehicle
battery industry in American history.

[ ] Advanced Telecommunications:
India and the United States launched public-
private Joint Task Forces, one on the develop-
ment and deployment of Open RAN systems
and one on advanced telecoms research and
development. India's Bharat 6G and the U.S.

U.S. And India Cooperate On “OPERATION Broader Sword” To Stop International
Shipments Of Illegal And Dangerous Drugs, Medical Devices

Next G Alliance will co-lead this public-pri-
vate research. This work will reduce costs,
increase security, and improve resiliency of
telecommunication networks. With financ-
ing from the U.S. International Development
Finance Corporation, and in partnership with
USAID, India and the United States are also
teaming up to launch Open RAN deployments
in both countries to demonstrate the scala-
bility of this technology to enhance its com-
petitiveness in international markets. The
leaders also welcomed participation of Indi-
an companies in the U.S. Rip and Replace Pro-
gram.

®  New Frontiers in Space: India has
signed the Artemis Accords, which advance a
common vision of space exploration for the
benefit of all humankind. India joins 26 oth-
er countries committed to peaceful, sustain-
able, and transparent cooperation that will
enable exploration of the Moon, Mars, and
beyond. NASA will provide advanced training
to Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO)
astronauts with the goal of launching a joint
effort to the International Space Station in
2024. Additionally, NASA and the ISRO are
developing a strategic framework for human
spaceflight cooperation by the end of 2023.
India approved a $318 million investment to
construct a Laser Interferometer Gravitation-
al-Wave Observatory in India-that will work

INDIA AND THE
UNITED STATES
LAUNCHED PUBLIC-
PRIVATE JOINT TASK
FORCES, ONE ON
THE DEVELOPMENT
AND DEPLOYMENT
OF OPEN RAN SYS-
TEMS AND ONE ON
ADVANCED TELE-
COMS RESEARCH
AND DEVELOP-
MENT. INDIA'S
BHARAT 6G AND
THE U.S. NEXT G
ALLIANCE WILL CO-
LEAD THIS PUBLIC-
PRIVATE RESEARCH.
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Lady Jill Biden At The White House.

SCIENTIFIC PAYLOADS
FOR THE NASA-ISRO
SYNTHETIC APERTURE
RADAR (NISAR) HAVE
BEEN DELIVERED TO
INDIA AND WILL BE
LAUNCHED IN 2024,
AND WILL MEASURE
EARTH'S CHANGING
ECOSYSTEMS LIKE NAT-
URAL HAZARDS AND
SEA LEVEL RISE. THE
US GEOLOGICAL SUR-
VEY AND ISROARE
NEGOTIATING EXPAND-
ED BILATERAL DATA
EXCHANGE THAT WILL
ENABLE GREATER
INSIGHT ABOUT THE
EARTH, INCLUDING FOR
A RANGE OF APPLICA-
TIONS, SUCH AS
CLIMATE RESILIENCY,
SUSTAINABLE DEVEL-
OPMENT AND MAN-
AGEMENT OF NATURAL
RESOURCES, AND
DISASTER MANAGE-
MENT SUPPORT.

in tandem with similar facilities in the United
States, Europe, and Japan to look for ripples in
space-time, known as gravitational waves, that
provide insights into the physical origins of the
universe. Scientific payloads for the NASA-ISRO
Synthetic Aperture Radar (NISAR) have been
delivered to India and will be launched in 2024,
and will measure Earth's changing ecosystems
like natural hazards and sea level rise. The US
Geological Survey and ISROare negotiating
expanded bilateral data exchange that will
enable greater insight about the earth, includ-
ing for a range of applications, such as climate
resiliency, sustainable development and man-
agement of natural resources, and disaster man-
agement support.

B Quantum, Advanced Computing, and
Artificial Intelligence: India and the United
States have established a Joint Indo-U.S. Quan-
tum Coordination Mechanism to facilitate joint
research between the public and private sectors
across both our countries. The United States
also welcomed India's participation in both the
Quantum Entanglement Exchange and the
Quantum Economic Development Consortium,
which facilitates exchanges on quantum
between nations. Additionally, India and the
United States signed an implanting arrange-
ment to further support joint research on quan-
tum, Artificial Intelligence (AI), and advanced
wireless technologies-building off of the U.S.-
India Science and Technology Endowment
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Fund's $2 million grant for the joint develop-
ment and commercialization of Artificial Intelli-
gence and quantum technologies. Through its Al
Research Center in Bengaluru, Google is build-
ing models to support over 100 Indian lan-
guages, and working with the Indian Institute of
Science to support open sourcing of speech data
for Al models. It has also partnered with IIT
Madras to establish a multidisciplinary Center
for Responsible Al

| Cutting-edge Research: The U.S.
National Science Foundation announced 35
joint research collaborations with the Indian
Department of Science and Technology and also
signed a new cooperative arrangement with the
Indian Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology on emerging technologies. India's
Department of Atomic Energy (DAE) is making a
$140 million in-kind contribution to the U.S.
Department of Energy's (DOE's) Fermi National
Laboratory toward collaborative development of
the Proton Improvement Plan-II Accelerator, for
the Long Baseline Neutrino Facility - the first
and largest international research facility on
U.S. soil.

H Innovation Handshake: To support the
U.S.-India Initiative on Critical and Emerging
Technology (iCET), the U.S.-India Commercial
Dialogue will launch a new "Innovation Hand-
shake" to connect each country's start-up
ecosystems. This program will address regulato-
ry hurdles to cooperation, promote job growth
in emerging technologies, and highlight oppor-
tunities for hi-tech up skilling

®  Fiber Optics Investments: India's Ster-
lite Technologies Limited has invested $100 mil-
lion in the construction of an optical fiber cable
manufacturing unit near Columbia, South Car-
olina, which will facilitate $150 million in annu-
al exports of optical fiber from India.

2. NEXT-GENERATION DEFENSE PARTNER-
SHIP:

GE F414 Engine Co-Production: The United
States and India welcome a groundbreaking
proposal by General Electric (GE) to jointly pro-
duce the F414 Jet Engine in India. GE and Hin-
dustan Aeronautics Limited have signed a MoU,
and a manufacturing license agreement has
been submitted for Congressional Notification.
This trailblazing initiative to manufacture F-414
engines in India-the first of its kind-will enable
greater transfer of U.S. jet engine technology
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than ever before.

B General Atomics MQ-9Bs: India intends
to procure armed MQ-9B SeaGuardian UAVs. This
advanced technology will increase India's intelli-
gence, surveillance, and reconnaissance capabili-
ties.

B New Sustainment and Ship Repair: The
United States Navy has concluded a Master Ship
Repair Agreement (MSRA) with Larsen and
Toubro Shipyard in Kattupalli (Chennai) and is
finalizing agreements with Mazagon Dock Limit-
ed (Mumbai) and Goa Shipyard (Goa). These
agreements will allow mid-voyage U.S. Navy
ships to undergo service and repair at Indian
shipyards, facilitating cost-effective and time-
saving sustainment activites for U.S. military
operations across multiple theaters.

B More Robust Defense Cooperation: The
United States and India advanced steps to opera-
tionalize tools that will allow us to increase our
defense cooperation. The United States and India
resolved to strengthen undersea domain aware-
ness cooperation. The agreement to place three
Indian liaison officers in U.S. commands for the
first time- deepening our partnership and critical
information sharing. The United States and India
have also commenced negotiations for a Security
of Supply Arrangement and Reciprocal Defense
Procurement Arrangement that will enable the
supply of defense goods in the event of unantici-
pated supply chain disruptions. The United
States and India finalized a Defense Industrial
Cooperation Roadmap that provides policy direc-
tion to defense industries and enables co-produc-
tion of advanced defense systems as well as col-
laborative research, testing, and prototyping of
the technologies that will determine the future of
military power.

u Defense "Innovation Bridge": The
India-U.S. Defense

Acceleration Ecosystem (INDUS-X)-a network
of university, incubator, corporate, think tank,
and private investment stakeholders-was inau-
gurated on June 21, 2023. This innovative pro-
gram will facilitate joint innovation on defense
technologies and accelerate the integration of
India's budding private sector defense industry
with the U.S. defense sector.

[ | Defense Industrial Cooperation
Roadmap: A new defense industrial cooperation
roadmap will provide policy direction to defense
industries to enable and accelerate the co-pro-

duction of advanced defense systems as well as
collaborative research, testing, and prototyping
of the technologies that will determine the future
of military power.

3. SHARED PROSPERITY AND DELIVERING FOR
OUR PEOPLES:

[ Domestic Visa Renewals: The U.S.
Department of State will launch a pilot this year
to adjudicate domestic renewals of certain peti-
tion-based temporary work visas, including for
Indian nationals, who will no longer be required
to leave the country for renewal in eligible cate-
gories. The Department of State will implement
this for an expanded pool of H1B and L visa hold-
ers in 2024, with the aim of broadening the pro-
gram to include other eligible categories.

[ ] New Consulates: The United States
intends to open new consulates in Bengaluru and
Ahmedabad. India looks forward to opening its
consulate in Seattle later this year, and to
announcing two new consulates in the United
States.

B Student Exchanges and Scholarships:
The United States last year issued 125,000 visas
to Indian students, a record. Indian students are
on pace to become the largest foreign student
community in the United States, with a 20 per-
cent increase last year alone. India and the Unit-
ed States have launched a new Joint Task Force of
the Association of American Universities and
leading Indian educational institutions, including
the Indian Institutes of Technology. Councils on
each side have prepared interim recommenda-
tions for expanding research and university part-
nerships between the two countries. Additional
Fulbright-Kalam Climate Fellowships for
research, administered by the U.S.-India Educa-
tional Fund, will advance cooperation between
leading scholars in India and the United States on
climate change. The United States is enabling up
to 100 additional U.S. undergraduate students to
study or intern in India via the Benjamin A.
Gilman International Scholarship Program. New
funding for Department of State Study Abroad
Engagement Grants will extend new study
abroad engagement grant funding to bolster Indi-
an academic institutions' capacity to develop
study abroad programming with U.S. colleges and
universities. India is also funding the establish-
ment of a Tamil Studies Chair at the University of
Houston and welcomes the appointment to the
Vivekananda Visiting Professorship at the

THE UNITED STATES
AND INDIA ADVANCED
STEPS TO OPERA-
TIONALIZE TOOLS THAT
WILL ALLOW US TO
INCREASE OUR
DEFENSE COOPERA-
TION. THE UNITED
STATES AND INDIA
RESOLVED TO
STRENGTHEN UNDER-
SEA DOMAIN AWARE-
NESS COOPERATION.
THE AGREEMENT TO
PLACE THREE INDIAN
LIAISON OFFICERS IN
U.S. COMMANDS FOR
THE FIRST TIME- DEEP-
ENING OUR PARTNER-
SHIP AND CRITICAL
INFORMATION SHAR-
ING. THE UNITED
STATES AND INDIA
HAVE ALSO COM-
MENCED NEGOTIA-
TIONS FOR A SECURITY
OF SUPPLY ARRANGE-
MENT AND RECIPRO-
CAL DEFENSE PRO-
CUREMENT ARRANGE-
MENT THAT WILL
ENABLE THE SUPPLY OF
DEFENSE GOODS IN
THE EVENT OF UNAN-
TICIPATED SUPPLY
CHAIN DISRUPTIONS.
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U.S., India Announced Deals Across Defence, Space Travel, Microchips; Pilot On
Domestic H1b Visa Renewal

LEVERAGING THE TAL-
ENT AND AMBITION OF
BOTH OUR COUNTRIES,

INDIA AND THE UNITED
STATES WELCOMED
THE LAUNCH OF A UNI-
VERSITY NETWORK OF
INDO-U.S. GLOBAL
CHALLENGE INSTI-
TUTES, WHICH WILL
HELP CREATE MORE
RESEARCH PARTNER-
SHIPS AND EXCHANGES
IN AGRICULTURE,
ENERGY, HEALTH, AND
TECHNOLOGY.

University of Chicago.

[ | University Research Partner-
ships: Leveraging the talent and ambition
of both our countries, India and the United
States welcomed the launch of a universi-
ty network of Indo-U.S. Global Challenge
Institutes, which will help create
more  research  partnerships and
exchanges in agriculture, energy, health,
and technology.

u Cultural Property: The United
States and India are continuing negotia-
tions for a Cultural Property Agreement
which would help to prevent illegal traf-
ficking of cultural property from India and
enhance cooperation on the protection
and lawful exchange of cultural property.

[ Historic Aviation Deals: Air
India's historic agreement with Boeing to
acquire more than 200 American-made
aircraft, announced in February 2023, will
support more than one million American
jobs across 44 states and contribute to the
modernization of the civil aviation sector
in India, which is among the fastest grow-
ing in the world. Boeing has announced a
$100 million investment in infrastructure
and programs to train pilots in India,
which will support India's need for 31,000
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new pilots over the next 20 years. Addi-
tionally, Boeing has completed a C-17
aftermarket support facility and a new
parts logistics center in India that allows
the country to become a regional mainte-
nance hub.

B Resolving Trade Issues Through
Trust: The United States and India have
also taken steps toward deepening bilater-
al cooperation to strengthen our econom-
ic relationship, including trade ties.
Underscoring the willingness and trust of
both countries in resolving trade issues,
the leaders welcomed the resolution of six
outstanding WTO disputes between the
two countries through mutually agreed
solutions as well as their understandings
on market access related to certain prod-
ucts of significance to the bilateral trade
relationship.

4. LEADING ON THE GLOBAL STAGE:

B Indo-Pacific: The United States
will join the Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative,
a regional initiative inaugurated by Prime
Minister Modi in 2015 to promote a safe,
secure, and stable maritime domain and
promote its conservation and sustainable
use. India will continue to participate as
an observer in the Partners in the Blue
Pacific.

B Indian Ocean: The United States
and India will hold an Indian Ocean Dia-
logue that convenes U.S. and Indian offi-
cials, with experts and stakeholders from
across the Indian Ocean region to promote
greater regional coordination.

m  Global Cooperation: Welcoming
its relaunch in December 2022, the United
States and India intend to hold another
Global Issues Forum meeting this year to
collaborate on global challenges such as
human trafficking, food insecurity, and
humanitarian disaster relief.

®  Enhancing India's Role in Global
Governance: The United States reiterates
its support for India's permanent mem-
bership in a reformed UNSC, has
announced support for Indian member-
ship in the International Energy Agency,
recommits to advancing Indian member-
ship in the Nuclear Suppliers Group, and
President Biden has invited Prime
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Minister Modi to attend the APEC Summit in
San Francisco in November 2023.

m  Digital Partnership: The United States
and India will develop a U.S.-India Global Digi-
tal Development Partnership that will bring
together technology and resources from both
countries to address development challenges in
emerging economies.

® "Triangular" Cooperation Partnership:
The U.S. Agency for International Development
and Ministry of External Affairs of India are
working together to train health care experts
from Fiji in India in the third quarter of 2023 to
share knowledge and best practices on post-
disaster psycho-social and telemedicine servic-
es.

5. PARTNERSHIP FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOP-
MENT AND GLOBAL HEALTH:

®  Energy collaboration: India and the
United States will continue to work together to
achieve our respective national climate and
energy goals under India's National Green
Hydrogen Mission and the United States'
Hydrogen Earth Shot. The United States wel-
comes India's decision to co-lead the multilat-
eral Hydrogen Breakthrough Agenda to make
affordable renewable and low carbon hydrogen
globally available by 2030.

B Investing in America's Clean Energy
Infrastructure: India's VSK Energy LLC will
invest up to $1.5 billion to develop a new, verti-
cally integrated solar panel manufacturing
operation in the United States, including a 2.0
GW module-and-cell manufacturing plant in
Colorado. And, India's JSW Steel USA
announced a $120 million investment at its
Mingo Junction, Ohio, steel plant to better sup-
port market demand for offshore wind labs.

B Investment Platforms for Green Tech-
nology: India and the United States committed
to creating innovative investment platforms
that will lower the cost of capital and attract
international private finance at scale for renew-
able energy, battery storage, and emerging
green technology projects in India. This first of
its kind platform will create a multibillion-dol-
lar fund aimed at providing catalytic capital
and de-risking support for such projects.

[ | Decarbonizing our Transportation
Sector: USAID signed an MOU with the Min-
istry of Railways to work together on Indian
Railways' target to become a "net-zero" carbon

emitter by 2030. The United States and India
also announced plans to create a payment
security mechanism that will facilitate the
deployment of 10,000 made-in-India electric
buses in India, augmenting India's focused
efforts in reducing greenhouse gas emissions,
improving public health, and diversifying the
global supply chain.

B Biofuels Initiative: The Global Biofuels
Alliance, established by India with the United
States as a founding member, will facilitate
cooperation in accelerating the use of biofuels.

B Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infra-
structure Education Initiative: USAID has
committed up to $5 million toward the Infra-
structure Resilience Academic Exchange (IRAX)
to offer education, research opportunities, and
professional development on disaster resilient
architecture and develop a global network of
academic institutions. IRAX will facilitate new
partnerships between American and Indian
institutions of higher education across the
world.

B Accelerating the fight against Cancer
and Diabetes: The U.S. National Cancer Insti-
tute will foster collaboration between U.S. and
Indian scientists through two new grants to
develop an artificial-intelligence (Al)-enabled
digital pathology platform. This platform will
be utilized for cancer diagnosis, prognosis, and
prediction of therapeutic benefit, as well as Al-
based automated radiotherapy treatment for
cancers of the cervix, head, and neck. The U.S.
National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and
Kidney Diseases will also sign an agreement
with the Indian Council of Medical Research to
further basic, clinical, and translational
research on diabetes. The United States and
India will hold a U.S.-India Cancer Dialogue,
hosted by President Biden's Cancer Moonshot,
to bring experts together from both countries
to identify concrete areas of collaboration to
accelerate the rate of progress against cancer.

B Counter Narcotics Cooperation: The
United States and India are developing a broad-
er and deeper bilateral counternarcotics frame-
work to disrupt the illicit production and inter-
national trafficking of illicit drugs, including
synthetic drugs, fentanyl, and precursors, and
will showcase a secure, resilient, reliable and
growing pharmaceutical supply chain as a
model for the world.

THE U.S. NATIONAL
CANCER INSTITUTE
WILL FOSTER COLLAB-
ORATION BETWEEN
U.S. AND INDIAN SCI-
ENTISTS THROUGH
TWO NEW GRANTS TO
DEVELOP AN ARTIFI-
CIAL-INTELLIGENCE
(AI)-ENABLED DIGITAL
PATHOLOGY PLAT-
FORM. THIS PLATFORM
WILL BE UTILIZED FOR
CANCER DIAGNOSIS,
PROGNOSIS, AND PRE-
DICTION OF THERA-
PEUTIC BENEFIT, AS
WELL AS AI-BASED
AUTOMATED RADIO-
THERAPY TREATMENT
FOR CANCERS OF THE
CERVIX, HEAD, AND
NECK. THE U.S.
NATIONAL INSTITUTE
OF DIABETES AND
DIGESTIVE AND KID-
NEY DISEASES WILL
ALSO SIGN AN AGREE-
MENT WITH THE INDI-
AN COUNCIL OF MED-
ICAL RESEARCH TO
FURTHER BASIC, CLINI-
CAL, AND TRANSLA-
TIONAL RESEARCH ON
DIABETES. THE UNITED
STATES AND INDIA
WILL HOLD A U.S.-
INDIA CANCER DIA-
LOGUE, HOSTED BY
PRESIDENT BIDEN'S
CANCER MOONSHOT,
TO BRING EXPERTS
TOGETHER FROM BOTH
COUNTRIES TO IDENTI-
FY CONCRETE AREAS
OF COLLABORATION TO
ACCELERATE THE RATE
OF PROGRESS AGAINST
CANCER.
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CHANDER P MAHAJAN
Prof. (Er.) Chander P Mahajan is
an art critic @ a freelance
Jjournalist. The Environmentalists
stays in Shimla and Dalhousie,
Himachal Pradesh India.

THIS COMMUNITY
CRAFTSMAN SHOWED
UP SUBSEQUENTLY TO

REVEAL HIS TALENT OF
CASTING METAL INTO
ICONIC STATUES; THE

CIRE PERDUE
TECHNIQUE. THE ARTIST
IN ME AROUSED MY
CURIOSITY; WE
STARTED WORKING
TOGETHER DURING MY
LEISURE HOURS.

Castings Of Buarani
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“Left: Unfinishedﬁbeeswax model

Right: A 'Knick Knack' from the oozed out bronze
- Collections Chander P Mahajan

OMETIMES in the mid-eighties,

while in Dharamshala (Kangra), I

came across one Sh. Khello Ram?,

a Kalaiwala; looking for applying

Kalai#(tin coating) on utensils-
still very common in Indian households. I
showed him in, to work on the kitchen
utensils of the household.

This community craftsman showed up
subsequently to reveal his talent of casting
metal into iconic statues; the Cire Perdue
technique. The artist in me aroused my
curiosity; we started working together
during my leisure hours. He was willing
and supportive. I was impressed by his
artistic traits. Later, he introduced me to

his family; hailing fromBharmour- a tribal
belt of Chamba district. At times, his wife
would join us to assist in the 'heat
processes, mainly the blowing of the
bellows to make brisk fire from the bark of
the pine tree(cheel).

The method of casting images in
Chamba is Cire Perdue, the lost wax
process. The temples of Bharmour and
Chamba are larger than life. Some crafts
persons are still practicing the art; though
the Influence of ~Kashmiri artisans on
Chamba bronzes is quite apparent.

The Lost-wax casting, "investment
casting", "precision casting", or Cire Perdue
is the process by which a duplicate metal

THE METHOD OF CAST-
ING IMAGES IN CHAM-
BA IS CIRE PERDUE,
THE LOST WAX
PROCESS. THE TEMPLES
OF BHARMOUR AND
CHAMBA ARE LARGER
THAN LIFE. SOME
CRAFTS PERSONS ARE
STILL PRACTICING THE
ART; THOUGH THE
INFLUENCE OF “KASH-
MIRI ARTISANS ON
CHAMBA BRONZES IS
QUITE APPARENT.
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sculpture is cast from an
original sculpture.

B A process used in
metal casting that consists
of making a wax model (as
of a statuette), coating it
with a refractory (as clay)
to form a mold, heating
until the wax melts and
runs out of small holes left
in the mold, and then
pouring metal into the
space left vacant. This
technique is known as
solid casting.

A method of bronze
casting using a clay core
and a wax coating placed
in a mold. The wax is
melted in the mold and

drained out, and bronze is
poured into the space left,
producing a hollow bronze
figure when the core is
discarded.

Metal-chasing  then
follows. Just as the wax
model was finished, the
casting is worked until the
telltale signs of the casting
process are removed.

In this method, only
one casting is possible
because the mold is
destroyed to release the
cast. It has a drawback of
the danger of losing the
labour of the artist if the
casting is defective; hence
the development of the



process of indirect cire
perdue casting.

The indirect process,
however, enables the
sculptor to guard himself
against the danger of losing
his original by conserving it
in the negative form in the
piece mold or flexible mold.
It also permits him to have
several copies of his
creation.

B Beeswax as the
principal modelling medium
for cire perdue casting- turns
too soft in a warm climate;
and too hard for working in a
cold climate. To make it
suitable for working in
different climatic conditions
the craftsmen in many areas
mix rosin, oil, and wool fat,
and prepare compounds
according to their needs.

I happened to meet one
Sh Durga Parsad of Teekam

Late Shri Khello Ram at Cire Perdue casting
Multan Singh's place - Chari, Dharamshala H.P.
Collections - Chander P Mahajan

Garh, Madhya Pradesh, in an
exhibition in Delhi; who
came out with one such recipe. Sh Khello
Ram* used only mustered oil and that too to
grease his palms. Nowadays industrial
technology has produced micro-crystalline
wax which is more suitable for cire perdue
casting.

B The early man observed that metal
possessed certain unique properties. He
discovered that it was hard in its natural
state, ductile when heated, melted at a
higher temperature, and solidified when
cooled. Again two or more metals could be
combined to form an alloy which was even
harder than the parent metals.

In India, it is known to have been in use
nearly five thousand years ago. The
technique is also practiced in Nepal, Tibet,
Ceylon, Burma, Thailand, Indo-china, and
Indonesia. The media and methods used in
ancient civilizations of Egypt, Mesopotamia,
Greece, Rome, Peru, African Kingdoms of
Benin, and Yorubaland by the craftsmen
compare well with the existing techniques
of India.

Today the traditional Indian craftsmen
in this art are facing great economic distress
due to the dwindling of their traditional
patrons. Dire poverty often drives some of
them to take up other vocations of profit.
This might result in the extinction of this
traditional art. Such a situation prompted
me to promote the art. Any positive result
might go a long way in preserving our
indigenous tradition.

I read in India Today of May 2007 that
the modeling clay from Malegaon, Jodhpur
was the best.

With inputs from: Cire Perdue CASTING

IN INDIA by M V KRISHNAN

# An age-old technique of lining brass

and copper utensils by deposition of metal
tin on it.”It is sad that Sh. Khello Ram passed
away in 2016 and his wife also died two
years after him as I came to know from their
son Rajesh who lives in (Vill. Suted)
Dharamshala. May the departed souls rest in
peace in Heaven.

HP General Studies, December 9, 2021

IN INDIA, IT IS KNOWN
TO HAVE BEEN IN USE
NEARLY FIVE THOUSAND
YEARS AGO. THE TECH-
NIQUE IS ALSO PRAC-
TICED IN NEPAL, TIBET,
CEYLON, BURMA, THAI-
LAND, INDO-CHINA, AND
INDONESIA. THE MEDIA
AND METHODS USED IN
ANCIENT CIVILIZATIONS
OF EGYPT,
MESOPOTAMIA, GREECE,
ROME, PERU, AFRICAN
KINGDOMS OF BENIN,
AND YORUBALAND BY
THE CRAFTSMEN COM-
PARE WELL WITH THE
EXISTING TECHNIQUES
OF INDIA.
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'PM symbolises Parliament's trust', says President Murmu,
welcomes inauguration of new Parliament building by Modi

out by Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairperson

Harivansh during the inaugural event,
Murmu said the new Parliament building is
a "living example" of India's commitment
to preserve its democratic traditions.

President Droupadi Murmu welcomed
the inauguration of the new Parliament
building by Prime Minister Narendra Modi
saying the office of the prime minister rep-
resents the "trust” in the House, even as a
large number of Opposition parties boy-
cotted the ceremony citing her absence
from it.

In her written message, which was
read out by Rajya Sabha Deputy Chairper-
son Harivansh during the inaugural event,
Murmu said the new Parliament building is
a "living example" of India's commitment
to preserve its democratic traditions.

"The architects of our Constitution had
imagined a nation that will be charac-
terised by the legislative principles
expounded by the members elected demo-
cratically. So, I am delighted that the prime
minister, who is the symbol of the Parlia-
ment's trust, is inaugurating this building,"
Murmu said.

Twenty Opposition parties, including
the Congress, TMC, AAP, DMK, and Left par-
ties, boycotted the event, saying the PM's
"decision to inaugurate the new Parliament
building by himself, completely side-lining
the President is not only a "grave insult but
a direct assault on our democracy".

In her message, Murmu said the Parlia-
ment, which has been a witness to many
transformative experiments that have
changed the lives of crores of Indians, has a
special place in the country's "collective
consciousness".

"Respect for democratic discourse is
the essence of our social and cultural tradi-
tions on the basis of which healthy debates
and meaningful dialogues have been blos-
soming in our country for centuries. Over
the last seven decades, our Parliament has

IN HER written message, which was read

LN

been a witness to many transformative leg-
islative attempts which have changed the
lives of crores of people of this country,”
Murmu said.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar's
written message was also read out on the
occasion by Harivansh. Dhankhar said
apart from reflecting India's ability to fuse
its tradition and culture with symbols of
modernity, the new Parliament building
"also symbolises our resolve to liberate
ourselves from the colonial mindset."

"As I often say, and I firmly believe that
Parliament is the 'North Star' of democracy.
Parliament is the most authentic constitu-
tional forum reflecting the mandate of the
people. Its decisive role in law-making and
shaping the destiny of Bharat is inviolable
and it is the basic mantra, nectar, and
essence of democracy,"” Dhankhar said.

Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, who
accompanied PM Modi during the installa-
tion of the sceptre at the new chamber of
the Lower House, urged parliamentarians
to uphold the democratic traditions while
also setting "new benchmarks of parlia-
mentary discourse” which can act as a
guide for democratic platforms in other
parts of the world.

RS Deputy Chairperson Harivansh

hailed PM Modi's commitment and person-
al supervision in getting the construction
of the new building completed within two-
and-a-half years. The foundation stone lay-
ing ceremony of the new Parliament was
held in December 2020 and a major part of
its construction was carried out during the
Covid-19 pandemic.

"It is an unforgettable moment. It is a
moment of pride for a large and diverse
democracy like ours. The current Lok Sabha
building was a guide for our progress and
witness to many historic moments since
the country's Independence. With the pas-
sage of time, the members felt the need for
a modern Parliament building equipped
with modern technology. And keeping in
mind the possibility of an increase in the
number of MPs after delimitation and their
expanding areas of work, a space crunch
was felt in the current building.

"That is why members of both the
Houses urged the PM for a new, state-of-
the-art building. And under the PM's per-
sonal supervision, the new building came
up in 2.5 years. This building is not merely
a brick-and-mortar structure. It is the
medium through which the dreams and
aspirations of the people of the country
will be fulfilled," said Harivansh.
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Former Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru is seen holding the 'Sengol'
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B Vummidi Bangaru
Chetty family that made
Sengol in 1947 being
felicitated at PM Modi's
residence

B Vummidi Bangaru
Chetty and Sons had
designed and manufac-
tured the Sengol in 1947
that was handed to Jawa-
harlal Nehru as a symbol
of transfer of power from
the British

embers of the
lV[ Vummidi Ban-
garu Chetty

family that had designed
and made Sengol, the
historical sceptre
installed in the new Par-
liament House, were
felicitated by Prime Min-

Vummidi Ethiraj, 97 (in the wheelchair), and his family members at
the residence of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi. | pho-
to Credit: SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

ister Narendra Modi on
Saturday.

Sharing his experience in Chennai on Monday,
Vummidi Anil Kumar of Vummidi Dwarkanath
Jewellers said 10 members of the family, including
97-year-old Vummidi Ethiraj, participated in the
felicitation ceremony at the Prime Minister's resi-
dence in New Delhi.

"My uncle, Mr. Ethiraj, was honoured along
with several Adheenam priests. It was a recogni-
tion of historic artefact and the family's role in

It was at Vummidi Bangaru Chetty and Sons
referred as 'Corner shop' in Parry's Corner where
the Sengol was designed and manufactured in
1947. Though several Vummidi Bangaru Jewellers
stores have branched out over the years, the origi-
nal premises, which was established in 1900s,
remains and operates as Vummidi Dwarkanath
Jewellers in Parry's Corner, he said.

The Sengolholds historical significance as it
was presented to the first Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru on the midnight of August 14, 1947,

designing and manufacturing it," he said.

marking the transfer of power to India.
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Speaker Om Birla after installing the'Sengol’ at the
inauguration of the new Parliament building, in New
Delhi, Sunday, May 28,2023. | photo Credit: PTI
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INDIA and UAE agree to conduct business
transactions in local currencies

415w aana {5
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President His
Highness Sheikh
Mohamed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan tweeted in
Hindi language to
welcome Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi, who is on an
official visit to the
UAE.Sharing some
photos with Modi
from the reception,
Sheikh Mohamed
also tweeted the
same tweet in Arabic
and English
languages.

PM Modi flew to Abu Dhabi on 15th July morning from France and
held talks with UAE Crown Prince Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, who received him at the airport on his arrival

NDIA and UAE agreed to key eco-

nomic collaborations and decided

to establish an IIT campus in Abu

Dhabi during Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's official visit to
the Gulf country .

India and UAE agreed to promote the
use of local currencies for cross-border
transactions and to interlink the Unified
Payments Interface (UPI) with the Gulf
country's Instant Payment Platform (IPP).

"This is a very important aspect of
India-UAE cooperation. It paves the way
for enhanced economic collaboration
and will make international financial
interactions simpler." Said Prime Minis-
ter Modi.

Besides, the education ministries of
the two countries and IIT-Delhi decided
to establish a branch of the premier
institute in Abu Dhabi.

Prime minister Modi tweeted :"This

marks a significant stride in our educa-
tional internationalization and is testa-
ment to India's innovation prowess. Edu-
cation is the bond that unites us; it's the
spark that ignites innovation. Together,
we will leverage this power for mutual
prosperity and global betterment,".

He further tweeted,"It is always glad-
dening to meet HH Sheikh Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan. His energy and vision
for development are admirable. We dis-
cussed the full range of India-UAE ties
including ways to boost cultural and eco-
nomic ties" .

He also said that he got the love of a
brother from Mr Al Nahyan and that
Indians see him as a "true friend". "The
manner in which ties between our coun-
tries have expanded, you have made a
big contribution to that. Every person in
India views you as a true friend," he told
the President.

The Prime Minister also said there
was a 20% increase in India-UAE trade
since the two countries signed the Com-
prehensive Economic Partnership Agree-
ment last year.

He remarked that the UAE will this
year take over the leadership of  COP-
28, the United Nations Climate Change
Conference, and that he has decided
to participate in it.

He also met COP28 President-desig-
nate Sultan Al Jaber and assured India's
full support for UAE's presidency for the
climate conference. After meeting him
P.M.Modi tweeted "Had a very produc-
tive meeting with Dr. Sultan Al Jaber, the
President-designate of @COP28_UAE.
Our discussions focused on ways to fur-
ther sustainable development. High-
lighted India's contribution in this direc-
tion, in particular our emphasis on
Mission LiFE,"
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